
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
It is with great pleasure that I share with you the 
final report from our External School Review and 
a letter from Brisbane Catholic Education’s 
Executive Director – Ms Pam Betts. 
 
I am incredibly proud of everything that we do here at St Brendan’s and I am pleased to 
announce that this wonderful work and commitment to the education of our young 
people has been commended by this panel and the review process.  
 
There were many, many positive comments and commendations - here are a few: 
 

 The panel affirms the evidence of an improvement culture in the school and this 
is proactively driven by a highly professional, dynamic leadership team and ably 
supported by committed staff. 

 There is a particularly strong improvement culture for teaching and learning and 
this generates a real growth mindset for student and teacher learning. This is 
evidenced from the documentation, and consistently through the staff, parent 
and student interviews. 

 The high degree of relationship and trust that exists between parents and the 
school, school leadership team and staff, between staff and students and 
between students is richly supportive of an on-going improvement culture. 
Having said this, the school is keen to more fully engage some sections within 
the parent body who are somewhat hesitant around being more in partnership 
with the school. The school has some excellent programs in place (such as the 
Friday morning Mothers’ group) that may encourage these partnerships. 
Parents interviewed were most impressed with the school’s improvement 
journey and they and their children’s part in it. 

 St Brendan’s is a school of special character and there is strong evidence that 
this provides an enriching catalyst for student learning success. The school is 
commended for the many ways in which community is promoted between 
parents, staff and students. Also, the unique MAC Collaborative engenders staff 
community across schools and this has been key in promoting an improvement 
culture within St Brendan’s as each staff member grows through sharing his/her 
professional experiences with fellow professional beyond the school. 

 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this important process.  We should all be 
incredibly proud of our achievement and I know, we are all proud of our wonderful 
school. 
 
 
REMINDER: St Brendan’s Inaugural Mothers’ Night 
 
I am looking forward to attending this wonderful new event in our school social 
calendar.  Thank you to the many families who have indicated that they will be 
attending. 
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Thank you to Kellie Gemmell (Max – Yr 5 and Charlie – Yr 1) and her team of helpers for working hard to bring this 
event together. 
 
Please refer to the reminder later in this newsletter for the finer details of the event.  
 
Catholic Education Week – July 23 – July 29 
 
Next week is Catholic Education Week, a time when we take stock and 
reflect upon the journey of Catholic Education in Queensland from its 
beginnings when the first Catholic School was established in 1845 by 
the first priest appointed in Brisbane, Father James Hanly.  Fr Hanly 
employed Mary and Michael Bourke as the teachers of this first school. 
This school opened with 56 students and was located in a slab-walled, 
bark roofed building near there the Myer Centre not stands on the 
corner of Elizabeth and Albert Streets in central Brisbane.   
 
Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools to celebrate and promote their distinctive mission 
and ethos.  Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider 
community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their full potential as 
compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society. 
 
Next Friday July 28, we will celebrate a whole school mass in St Brendan’s Church.  All community members are 
welcome to celebrate this special occasion with us at 9am.  We look forward to seeing you all there.    
 
Yesterday afternoon I had the pleasure of chaperoning four of our students to the 
Combined Schools Choir rehearsal at St Laurence’s College – South Brisbane.  Four 
students from Year 4 and 6 (Charli-Rose Blackwood, Ryan Hegerty and Ava O’Shea – 
Yr 6 and Niccola Gonzales – Yr 4) represented our school on this choir.  I look forward 
to joining these children at the Mary Mackillop Feast Day Mass at St Stephen’s 
Cathedral on Tuesday August 8.  These children have represented St Brendan’s with 
pride and respect – thank you to these wonderful students. 
 
Changes to Before School Routines 
 
From the beginning of next week (ie. Week 3 – July 24 – 28) there will be some 
changes to the before school routine for Tuesdays and Thursdays.   
 
To ensure that all children are in a place where they are calm and available to learn it has been decided that on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings there will be no play in the hall.  To replace this time, there will be quiet activities 
(eg. Uno cards, boxes of books to read, board games, etc.) available for the children to play quietly and interact with 
their friends in a different way.  These activities will occur in Mackillop Place and/or the Courtyard Area depending 
on the weather.  We will make sure that the warmest environment possible will be selected to enjoy these new 
activities. 
 
The other mornings in the week (ie. Monday, Wednesday and Friday) the children will play in the Hall as per normal.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support of these changes and reminding the children of the new routine.  
 
St Brendan’s Community Bash 
 
Our annual school fete, now known as St Brendan’s Community Bash, is fast approaching and there are lots of things 
for us all to consider and remember.  Over the coming weeks we will ask each child to bring in some donations to 
help make our day SUPER special.   

Our wonderful students with  
Ms Pam Betts - Executive 

Director at yesterday’s rehearsal 



 

 

The first week of donations need to be: 
 
 Drinks – the fete committee have asked that the following varieties are what is donated: 

 Coke 
 Diet Coke 
 Coke Zero 
 Pepsi 
 Pepsi Max 
 Lemonade 
 Fanta  
 Creaming Soda 
 Water (350mL bottles 
 6 pack of 250ml Juice (Apple Juice, Tropical Juice, Apple Blackcurrant Juice) 
 6 packs of 250ml Flavoured Milk (Chocolate, Strawberry, Vanilla) 

 Plant stall items – for example: 
 Plant cuttings 
 Pots – small, large, ceramic or plastic 
 Potting mix 
 Straw 
 Mulch 

 
Last Friday, we received a surprise visit from Miss Chloe Adams (APRE) and Mrs Julie Kenny (PLL) from St Martin’s 
Primary School – Carina.  To our absolute surprise and delight they were the bearers of a HUGE pile of chocolates for 
our Lob-A-Choc stall.  The incredibly generous staff of St Martin’s had heard that we were looking for donations for this 
stall and decided that they could help us out. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the whole St Martin’s staff for their lovely 
thoughts and their generous donations.  They are truly a very special group of people who have 
obviously not changed since I had the pleasure of working with them in 2012 and 2013.   
 
I have emailed these lovely ladies and the Principal, Mr Geoff Sullivan expressing our thanks but 
wanted to make sure that we acknowledged them in our newsletter as well.  
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you to all staff at St Martin’s Primary School – Carina  
 
2017 Athletics Carnival 
 
The 2017 St Brendan’s School Athletics Carnival has been scheduled for Friday August 18, the Friday of Ekka Week.  
Please mark this date in your calendar. We look forward to seeing as many supporters as possible to attend this great 
day in the school calendar.  Thank you to Mr Craig Kerwin – Principal at Moorooka State School for generously 
donating the use of their school oval for this event.  Please watch out for further information about this day in coming 
weeks. 
 
I pray that you all have a terrific week. May God’s blessings be with you and your families today and always! 
 
Take care and God bless always 
In Faith and Love 
Nicole Cole   
Principal 



 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Thursdays 7.45 — 8.30am 

2.30 — 3.15pm      

 

 

July 
19   Jackson Burhham 

25   Tedirah Foday-Musa 
25   Brendan Nurzynski 

 

Congratulations to  

this week’s  

Best Behaviour Boat  

Awardees  
 

Grace Mugisha      

Hayden Humphreys 

Jessica James 

Davis Shibu 

Jackson Burnham 

Religious Education 

Catholic Education Week – July 23rd to 29th 

This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools 
and to highlight the great things that take place in Catholic schools every 
day.   
 

Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our 
schools and in the wider community by challenging young people to live 
out the message of Jesus and to reach their full potential as 
compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society. 
 

There are 302 Catholic schools in Queensland that educate around 146,000 students and employ more than 18,500 
teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic Education Week in some way. 
  

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop Day – August 8th 

Our whole school will be travelling by bus to St Pius X school to celebrate mass with the other children and Fr Dan at 
9:30am (please note the time change). We hope you might be able to join with both schools on this day to thank God 
for the example St Mary of the Cross shared with us.  
 

Parish Sacramental Program 
Several of our children have enrolled in the Parish Sacramental Program and are working through their booklets with 
their families at home. If your children missed the enrolment evening they will need to postpone receiving this 
sacrament until next year. We pray for the children of our parish who will receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit through at 
their Confirmation on Saturday, August 12th. 

 
Ignite Conference 21-24 September. “Come – and see the wonders of God.” 

Each year the Archdiocese celebrates the youth of our diocese and holds a very successful and engaging 
series of talks and activities for young people. On Friday morning (22nd / 9), primary aged children are 
supported with activities through the Ignite Kids. Go to www.igniteconference.com.au see more details 
and costs. 

http://www.igniteconference.com.au


 

 

For Your Information … 
 
 Our Lady’s College Visitors’ Day  Friday 21st July, 

9.00am—10.30am.  Phone the College to register for the 
day—3426 8000 or  

       www.ourladyscollege.qld.edu.au 

 St James Coorparoo Fete Sunday 23rd J uly.  Stalls 
open at 10.00am.  Lots to see and do at 82 Kirkland 
Avenue Coorparoo. 

 Brigidine College Open Morning Monday 7 or Tuesday 
8 August 9.30-10.30am.   Phone 3870 7225 to book or 
secure a prospectus pack.  For more information 
www.brigidine.qld.edu.au 

 Clairvaux MacKillop College Tour Day Friday 28th 
July 9.00am-11.00am.  Please contact the Enrolment 
Officer 3347 9223 for bookings. 

 Marriage Encounter Weekend at Santa Teresa 
Spirituality Centre Ormiston — 4-6 August.  For 
bookings phone Maria or David 3342 1456 or visit 
www.wwme.org.au  

Book Club 
- Due 28th 

July 
 

Scholastic Book Club 
Issue 5 brochures were 
given out to the oldest in 
the family in Week 1 of 
the term.  Parents can 
order directly online or 
send in paper orders with 
payment to the school 
office.   Allow 1-2 weeks 
from the due date for 
delivery.   

 

To order: 
Fill in the order form in the brochure. 
Pay by cash, cheque or credit card (by phone).   
Put order form and payment/payment receipt in an 
envelope and submit to the school office. 

OR   
Order online using LOOP - Scholastic Book Clubs 
Linked Online Ordering & Payment platform for 
Parents. 

 Log-in to www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP and 
order by the close date.   

 Books will be delivered to your child’s school.  

 Don’t return paper order forms or payment 
receipt details to school for LOOP orders. 

 
Issue 6 brochures will not be 

distributed due to the fete.  This is the 
only Book Club this term.   

Friday 28th July  
start of school day 

 

“Mothers’ Casual Catch Up”  or Mothers Night 

Date: 21st July (Friday) 

Time: 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start 

Where:     In the Library 

For catering purposes, please return the  
form for the Mothers’ Night. 

The first Chess lesson is a free one. 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP


 

 

Year 1’s have been busy in the front garden.  Year 1’s have been 

reading “Rose meets Mr Wintergarten”  … ‘planted pansies, petunias, 

daisies and geraniums.  Their garden was a carpet of flowers’. 

I love gardens because they are fun.  They have lots of plants.  Ava 

The garden is pretty. I love the colours of the flowers.  Tedirah 

Plants need water.  Plants need soil. With no water, plants will die.  Charlie 

We are doing gardening.  We are planting pansies and daisies.  They are different types of flowers.  There are 

different colours.  I love flowers.  Sarah 

I like to garden.  We planted petunias.  Flowers are really very pretty.  Lily 

Plants need water, soil and food.  Brendan 



 

 

St Brendan’s Community Bash 2017 
Update 3 

 

As the big day gets closer and closer, preparations for the 2017 St Brendan’s Community Bash (Sunday 27 August) 

are full steam ahead.  The co-ordinators and stall convenors are working hard to put on a great event.  

 

The success of the Community Bash relies on the generosity and support of people by way of donations of good 

quality items and items that can be sold on the stalls.  Below are some specific items that would greatly assist the 

stalls:- 

 

Sideshow Alley 
 Blocks of chocolate – 200g (for Lob-A-Choc) 

 Any small toys or other items that could be used as prizes for the sideshow alley games (can be purchased at 

shops like The Reject Shop or Dollars & Sense Discount Variety Stores) 

 

Plants Stall 
 Any plants and empty pots (plastic or ceramic) 

 Potting mix, straw and mulch 

 Plant cuttings – these can be brought to the school as soon as possible so they can be put into pots and be 

reasonably established before the Community Bash 

 Bric-a-brac that could be converted into garden ornaments (tea cup and saucers, attractive bowls, colanders 

etc) 

The drop off point for any donations for the plant stall is behind the school office and staff room (gated area), they 

will be collected from there. 

 

Pre-loved Items (Trash & Treasure) Stall 
 Pre-loved clothes, shoes or toys 

 CDs/DVDs 

 Bathroom, kitchen, bedroom items (no furniture please) 

 

Books Stall 
 Any books (fiction or non fiction) or magazines that are in good condition that would be suitable for adults 

or children 

 

 



 

 

Sweets & Jams Stall 
 Homemade sweets such as toffees, Fudge, Coconut Ice, Rum balls, Apricot Balls, Turkish Delight, Caramels, 

Rocky Road, Meringues, Peanut Brittle, Chocolates, Caramel Popcorn or Salty Popcorn  
 Enlist your grandparents and other family members to help out making some sweets that are special to your 

family. 
 Packet mixes to make sweets (for example – brownies, biscuits, muffins) 

 Any homemade jams, chutneys, conserves, relishes  

 Empty glass jars for homemade jams, chutneys, conserves, relishes  

 Packets of assorted lollies 

 If you could please deliver them to school by Friday 25th August to allow time to package them. Alternatively if 
you are crafty you can package them & deliver them on Fete set up day (Saturday the 26th) or on Fete day 
(Sunday the 27th). 

 If you have any questions please contact Geneva Higgins - 0427 636 818.  

 

Cakes/Speciality Cakes 
 Any cakes or patty cakes 

 Packet cake mix (for people to make cakes) 

 Items to make cakes:- 

 Eggs – 3 dozen are required 

 Unsalted butter – 6kg is required 

 Icing Sugar – 8kg is required 

 

Café/BBQ 
 Cartons of 375ml cans of soft drink (preferably Coke, Diet Coke, Coke Zero, Pepsi, Pepsi Max, Lemonade, Fanta, 

Creaming Soda) 

 6 pack of 250ml Juice (Apple Juice, Tropical Juice, Apple Blackcurrant Juice) 

 6 packs of 250ml Flavoured Milk (Chocolate, Strawberry, Vanilla) 

 350ml Bottles of Water 

 

Arts & Crafts Stall 
 This stall is a great opportunity for parents to “show off” their creativity.  If you make any items such as hair 

clips, knitted/crochet items, kids clothing, baby blankets, nappy wallets, jewellery, handmade cards, candles to 

name a few, this is the stall for you. Make some items pop on a “Made by Me” tag and bring it in to the school 

office on fete set-up day – 26th August.  Why not start this weekend! 


