
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Welcome to Week 5. We’re now more than half way through our final term. Our final 
arrangements for the end of the year are drawing closer by the minute and the school 
calendar is very full. 
 
On Monday night Mrs Williams, Ms Mieklejohn and Miss Benson led our new Prep 
parents through the details of beginning school. From their excellent presentation I 
noticed there were very few questions at the end of the night. The parents seemed very 
relaxed knowing they have made a decision to put their trust into the hands of some 
very skilled teachers and school officers. While we would love to see more Preps 
enrolling in the next few weeks, it was lovely to have a chance to meet our parents for 
next year and see that they felt very comfortable with choosing St Brendan’s. 
 
This week Miss Mielkejohn has also been busier than usual by holding meetings with 
parents to review goals for our children who need a little more support. An enormous 
amount of work and organisation goes into this and we thank her for her leadership, 
foresight and professionalism in the way these meetings are conducted. I’d also like to 
thank all our families for being on time and open to the discussions being had when 
these meetings take place. 
 
Speaking of great leaders in our school, Mrs Williams has organised for the teachers to 
attend a day of professional learning this Thursday and Friday at St James’ School 
Coorparoo. From the classrooms Mrs Champniss, Mr Nash and Mrs Crawford will attend 
on Thursday, while Mr Eichperger, Mrs White and Miss Benson will attend on Friday. 
Thank you Mrs Williams for providing this opportunity for our teachers. 
 
Quite a few builders have been assessing the work to be done in St Brendan’s over the 
last few weeks of school and the holidays, so we must be getting closer for a builder to 
be chosen to complete the refurbishment work. There are a few more items in and 
around classrooms that need to be removed. If you have the time to help with one or 
two of these please contact the office. Grab a key and a trolley and off you go. Mrs 
White, Mrs Fiddy, Ged Sheehan (Carmel’s son), Geoff Stiles and Mr Alie Juaj (Teacher’s 
aide) have done a huge amount of work moving desks, cupboards and other resources 
to nooks and crannies around the school but there a few more items that need to be 
cleared. Come in and grab a trolley any time you’re free to help finish the job. 

 
With the end of the year comes several important events. One of 
these is the Year 6 Transition night. If you have some time to help 
prepare the hall with some lights, which the school has, and are 
confident to work at heights on a ladder, please give me a call to 
organise this important decorating for our Year 6 children. 
 

Our Movie Night is on the 10th and promises to be a 
lovely evening as usual. There will be some food for 
sale before the movie begins, and after that, like a 
normal cinema, we all sit down to enjoy the movie. 
So bring a chair or blanket for the night hopefully to 
be viewed under the night sky. 

 

November 
2 Crazy Sock Day 
3 Celebrating World Teachers 

Day  at St Brendan’s 
10 Movie Night 
17 Swimming Carnival at 

Moorooka State School 
21  P & F Annual General Meeting 
22 Christmas Concert (6.00pm) 
30 Yr 6 Graduation (Time to be 

advised) 
 

December 
1 School finishes for Term 4 

2017 at 12.00pm 
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Our Christmas Concert will be in the hall this year on the 22nd of November so we can 
use the stage, plus the courtyard will be out of action due to the refurbishment work. 
Again, as the day gets closer, we’ll send out another call to decorate the hall even more 
for a bit of Christmas spirit. I hope as many parents as possible can help organise the 
stage construction and decorating. The stage will be set up on the Tuesday afternoon of 
the 21st so  Mrs Emmerson can use it on Wednesday for practice. It will also need to be 
dismantled as soon as possible Thursday morning as the parish will be using the school 
hall on the weekend for their Christmas celebration. Please lend a hand if possible and 
bring your cordless drill with a 13mm socket! 
 

Drop off and pick up in Hawtree St. Thank you to the many parents who are following the expectation to 
pick up their children from Brier St. We ask you to please stay in your cars so the children can be brought 
to you. Should you wish to hop out to enter the school, please park on the other side of the street so 
parents who are in a hurry can get away faster. In the morning and afternoon, a reminder that Hawtree St 
is a bus zone. No cars are allowed to park there for any amount of time between 7.00-9.00am and 2.00-
4.00pm. 

PLEASE NOTE:  A school parent was fined yesterday afternoon for parking in Hawtree Street in the NO 
STANDING zone from 8.00am-9.00am and 2.00-3.30pm. 
 
After school, children are quite safe to walk to the back gate with the teachers on duty. Please do not ask your child 
to go to the office to wait as it can become very crowded very quickly and office staff are still trying to work.  
 
Just a quick reminder about uniforms and keeping items marked. All lost jumpers etc can be returned if they have 
been marked clearly with your child’s name.  
 
Have a good week everyone. 
 
Mr Gerrard 

 

Last week we started working with 

the concept of LAYERS.   
 

Preps are rubbing leaves as their first 

layer.  This activity always brings 

such joy and excitement. We will add 

another layer this week.  
 

Artwork grows as each layer is 

added. 

 

Donna Nicholson 
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All Saints' Day is a Christian holy day observed by many Western churches on 

November 1 and by some Eastern churches on the first Sunday after Pentecost. The 

day now honours all saints of the Church, even those not known by name. The first All 

Saints' Day occurred on May 13, 609. 

All Christians aspire to become saints, that is, persons in heaven (officially canonized or not), who lived lives of 

great charity and heroic virtues.  In official Church procedures there are three steps to sainthood: one becomes 

Venerable, Blessed and then a Saint. Venerable is the title given to a deceased person recognized as having lived 

heroic virtues. To be recognized as a Blessed, and therefore beatified, in addition to personal attributes of 

charity and heroic virtue and one miracle, acquired through the individual's intercession, is required. 

Canonization requires two miracles, though a Pope may waive these requirements. Martyrdom does not usually 

require a miracle.  

Crazy Sock Day: This Thursday the 2nd (due to swimming). Please join in the 

fun and wear your socks in ways that attract attention to the plight of those 

around the world who live in dire poverty. This is not a free dress day – just 

a crazy sock day for a gold coin please. 

Christmas Raffle and Hampers – collecting has begun. The seniors will be selling 

tickets each day from now until the Christmas concert. $1 each or 6 for $5. There are 

4 vouchers from Mr Toys to be won [1 for $100.00; 1 for $50.00 and 2 for $25.00]. 

Please also remember to bring along new items for our Christmas Hampers of food or toys to 

be shared among our community this Christmas season. Any items should be taken to your 

classrooms to be collected there. 
 

Volunteers’ Morning Tea - Friday 24th November commencing at 8.50am. 

Year 6 Graduation - will be on Thursday November 30th. 

Final Day Mass - December 1st @ 9am. 

Have a good week 

Brendan 

Religious Education 

World Teacher’s Day 
  

Friday 3rd November is World Teacher’s Day and the parent group will 

be hosting a high tea for the staff at 10:50am to show our 

appreciation.  If you would like to help out please drop off donations of 

food to the school office on Friday morning.  Donations of sandwiches, 

scones or any sweets or finger food would be welcome.   We would also welcome any 

helpers from 10:00am to help set up. 



 

 

STAR STUDENT &  

CLASSROOM NEWS 

PREP:   Star Student  -  Jonty Olde-Wolbers   
In Prep we have been learning about positional language like 
above, below, beside. We have also been learning about 
different ways to pray and how symbols can be important 
when we pray.  

YEAR 1:   Star Student  -  Selina Kahsay & 
Brendan Nurzynski   
Yr 1 has continued learning the Hail Mary.  They have 
learned that the first part of the prayer is what the angel 
Gabriel said to Mary at the Annunciation.  The second part is 
what Mary's cousin Elizabeth felt when Mary went to visit 
her. The third section is the part where we pray directly to 
Mary to look after us. Yr 1 has continued reading poems.  
Poetry has helped them to read with fluency and expression 
by using punctuation such as commas and exclamation marks.  
They have also learned that when a word is written in a 
different font or colour, it is to be read loudly and with extra 
expression. In Maths, Yr 1 is learning to locate numbers on a 
number line. They have also been practising carrying out 
subtractions.  

YEAR 2:   Star Student  -   Sianna Jones  
We have been exploring more about push/pull forces in 
Science and Technologies. We have also been reading the 
fractured fairytale, Cinders Rox and comparing it to 
Cinderella. We have been learning to measure and order 
capacity using uniform, informal units and counting in 3's in 
Maths. In Religion, we have learned about God's promise, or 
covenant, to the Jewish people.  

YEAR 3/4:   Star Student  -  Hope Aleksic    
The Southern Stars have welcomed Mrs Krpan to our class. 
We are enjoying her teaching us the Trinity and Prayers of 
Petition. Forces surround us all the time. We have enjoyed 
experimenting with forces such as gravity and friction. Plan 
Predict Perform Reflect Report. "Each time you use direct 
speech you need a new line," said Mr Nash. Swimming is 
great fun at Corinda. The multiple pools and 50m lanes means 
we are swimming a lot more. How we use our hands can 
make us swim faster.  

YEAR 5/6:   Star Student -   Gena Arkinstall  
In Religion, we are examining the Our Father in more detail 
and understanding why it points to Jesus as the Son of God. In 
English, we will be filming our ads for our toys this week if 
possible. We have completed our online tests for reading and 
mathematics last week. We have a few more tests to do in 
English in the coming weeks. In Maths, we are calculating 
profit, discounts and loss with percentages and fractions. We 
are learning how to use the percentage key on our calculators. 
We are also spending time on our mental calculation abilities. 
In HaSS, we are continuing to learn about business and being 
a consumer and soon we will learn how Australia trades with 
countries like China. In Science, we are continuing to learn 
about different changes to materials and their properties. 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Thursdays 7.45 — 8.30am 

2.30 — 3.15pm      

For Your Information … 
 

 Sapphire Netball Club Registration Afternoon  
Thursday 30th November, 4.00-6.00pm at 
WDNA grounds Faulkner Park Leybourne 
Street Graceville.  For more information phone 
4090 609 301 or contact 
sapphirenetballclub@gmail.com 

 

November 
 

1 Gena Arkinstall 
1    Eyora Kidanemaryam Warkaneh 

6    Justin Li 

For those who may need the 

service, St Brendan’s Outside 

School Hours Care will be open on 

the last day of school from 

12.00pm-6.00pm. 

[School ends for 2017 at 12pm 1st December ] 



 

 

When:    Friday November 10th 

Where:  St Brendan’s School 

Time:  5.30pm Sausage Sizzle   -   6.30pm Movie starts 
 

Hot food and snacks will be sold prior to the start of the movie. 
 

Bring your blankets or beanbags and get comfortable on the school 
oval!  Please enter through Brier Street gate of the school. 
 

THIS IS NOT A DROP OFF EVENT.   

ALL  CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT. 


