
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
It is wonderful to be back amongst the community members of St Brendan’s after such 
an incredibly sad and difficult time in my life.  I deeply appreciate the warmth, love and 
prayers that my family and I felt during and after the passing of my beloved Dad, from 
everyone. 
 

As I said to the children at assembly on Monday, I miss my dad every single day but 
know that he is now in the loving arms of our Lord and that he continues to watch over 
me and guide me every single day.  I draw much comfort in my faith and knowing that 
this is how it will be. 
 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart to the whole St 
Brendan’s community, in particular our wonderful Mr 
Gerrard and Mrs Williams for looking after my beloved 
school during my absence.  
 

On the 11th day of November every year, Australians and people throughout the world, 
take some time to honour those men and women who were killed in wars of the past.  
We also stop to pay our respects to those men and women who are serving their 
countries in the Army, Navy and Air Force today.   
 

On Remembrance Day, people often wear a poppy.  This flower is worn to remind us of 
the many people who were killed because of these wars.  It is our way to make sure that 
the brave Australians who were killed are not forgotten and to do our very best to 
prevent future deaths by war.  Today, we take the time to pray for a future filled with 
peace, love and freedom. 
 

Why is this day important for Australians? 
 

At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns of the Western 
Front fell silent after more than four years continuous 
warfare. The allied armies had driven the German invaders 
back, having inflicted heavy defeats upon them over the 
preceding four months. In November the Germans called for 
an armistice (suspension of fighting) in order to secure a 
peace settlement. They accepted the allied terms of 
unconditional surrender. 
 

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month attained a special significance in the 
post-war years. The moment when hostilities ceased on the Western Front became 
universally associated with the remembrance of those who had died in the war. This first 
modern world conflict had brought about the mobilisation of over 70 million people and 
left between 9 and 13 million dead, perhaps as many as one-third of them with no 
known grave. The allied nations chose this day and time for the commemoration of their 
war dead. 
 

Taken from the Australian War Memorial website: https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/
remembrance/tradition/  

 

 

November 
10 Movie Night (Sausage Sizzle 

5.30pm  :  Movie starts at 
6.30pm) 

17 Swimming Carnival at 
Moorooka State School 
(9.00am) 

21  P & F Annual General Meeting 
(7.30pm) 

22 Christmas Concert (5.30 Food 
for sale;  Concert starts 6.00pm) 

24 Volunteers Thank You Morning 
(8.50am start) 

30 Yr 6 Graduation (6.30pm) 
 

December 
1 School finishes for Term 4 

2017 at 12.00pm 
 

January 
17 Uniform Shop open 9.00am-

12.00pm 
20 Uniform Shop open 9.00am-

12.00pm 
23 School commences at 8.40am 

for Term 1 2018 
26 Australia Day Holiday 
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This week is also Well Being Week at St Brendan’s. I hope and pray that you enjoy this week to ‘take a breath’, rest, 
rejuvenate and recover from the busyness of life.  I hope that it also provides you with enough re-energising to get you 
all through to the end of the year. 
 

Please remember there is no homework being sent home this week (except reading).  
 

Revitalisation Project Update 
 

There have been some further developments on our building revitalisation project that is due to commence this term.  
 

I met with our architects, HBJ Architects and personnel from Brisbane Catholic Education’s Building Services team on 
Monday to review the tenders received at the end of the recent tender process.  
 

Unfortunately, all four tenders were well over the $260 000 budget.  As a result, I had no choice but to work with our 
architects and the Building Services team to change the scope of the building works. 
 

The priorities of this project now include: 
 

 relocation of school entry with fresh and contemporary street façade 
 complete refurbishment of our Prep classroom 
 relocation and creation of a new Student Support area outside our current Yr 5/6 classroom (behind our 

Guidance/Pastoral Care office) 
 refurbishment and renewal of the central courtyard area (outside the office) 
 construction of new teacher resource area adjacent to staff room and sick bay/uniform shop  

 

The companies that submitted a tender in the first round have been invited to re-tender 
for the revised project.  This process will conclude by the end of this week.  Hopefully, I 
will have some good news in next week’s newsletter about when we can expect builders 
onsite. 
 

The major part of the original building project that had to be deleted was the refurbishment of the old after school care 
room and Year 1 classroom into three general learning areas and the subsequent relocation of Year 1 and 2 downstairs 
to our Early Years precinct. 
 

These plans and works will still remain on our Master Plan but will not be able to be considered in the near future.  As a 
result, I have decided that we will take the opportunity, while the rooms are vacant, to do some well overdue 
maintenance and freshen them up for Year 1 and 2 to start in their new home from the beginning of the 2018 school 
year.  These maintenance tasks include: 
 

 fresh paint inside and outside 
 removal of partitions in old after school care room  
 new flooring in the old after school care room 
 new data projector in the old after school care room 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the whole school community for their patience and understanding during 
this very long and drawn out process.  As you would be aware, building projects in any environment are unpredictable, 
especially in schools. 
 

As mentioned previously, I will continue to keep you updated as new issues and decisions come to hand.  
 

Staffing News – 2018 
 

As mentioned in Newsletter 32 (October 11) BCE has confirmed six class groupings for 2018.  As I have mentioned many 
times, it is critical that our enrolments remain steady to ensure the consolidation of this level of staffing.  It is critical 
that if you plan to discontinue your association with St Brendan’s for the 2018 school year (excluding those families of 
children in Year 6) that you let us know as soon as possible.  Please notify me in writing as a matter of urgency.  Thank 
you to those families who have done so already! 
 

I am still in the process of finalising all staffing arrangements for 2018 I can confirm the extra classroom teacher that 
will join our incredible team of teachers next year. 
 

I am pleased to announce that Mrs Catherine Becei will teach Year 2 next year and will be an incredibly valuable and 
worthwhile addition to our incredible team. 



 

 

Catherine is coming to us from St Francis Xavier Primary School – Goodna and comes to us with a 
wealth of experience across many year levels in the primary school. Catherine will come and visit 
our school to meet the children during our transition process in Week 8.  
 

I know that you all join with me to welcome Catherine to St Brendan’s and we look forward to working with her well into 
the future. 
 

In the Week 8 newsletter I will provide the 2018 Staff List – this will clearly outline the structure of our six class groupings 
and other important roles across our school. 
 

It is currently a very busy time at St Brendan’s with the finalisation of teaching and assessment to inform semester 
reporting and participation in a variety of curricular activities. Well rested, punctual and organised children achieve their  
best in these circumstances.  Thank you to all families who make sure that their children are well rested over the weekend. 
I would like to encourage you to take this time during Well Being Week to give your children the extra rest they need. 
 

2018 Resource Levy 
 

Once again, I offer my sincerest thanks to those families who have already paid their Term 4 school fees and levies.  
Statements for the 2018 Resource Levy (ie. $160 per student – the same amount as 2017) have been posted.  Please note 
the due date for payment of the 2018 Resource Levy is Friday November 24  – prompt payment of this levy is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

There are a number of events scheduled over the next couple of weeks that remind us how lucky we are to be a part of 
this very special community.  These events are an opportunity for us all to celebrate the wonderful work that is done by 
everyone here at St Brendan’s.  These events include: 
 

 St Brendan’s P&F Movie Night – Friday November 10 (from 5.30pm) 
 Swimming Carnival – Friday November 17 (from 9.00am) 
 Christmas Concert – whole school – Wednesday November 22 (from 5.30pm)  
 ‘Thank You to Our Volunteers’ Morning Tea – Friday November 24 (starting at 8.50am) 
 Year 6/7 Transition Evening – Thursday November 30 (from 6.30pm) 

 

I look forward to seeing as many families at these wonderful celebrations as possible.  
 

This month we continue to remember those who have been born to eternal life, particularly those who have left this world 
in the past twelve months. May they rest in peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I pray that you all have a terrific week. May God’s blessings be with you and your families today and always! 
 
Take care and God bless always 
In Faith and Love 
Nicole Cole   
Principal 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Monyon Akot 
 
 

Monyon listened so carefully  
to the instructions and produced  

a beautiful picture of Jacarandas. 
 

Brendan Nurzynski 
 

Brendan also created a beautiful  
drawing of Jacaranda. 

Religious Education 

There are rituals in our lives that bring us comfort, meaning and purpose. Rituals are community building and 
unite people with a common vision of what is expected and admired.  A bit like the Melbourne Cup… 
 

At the race track the other day, a man noticed a priest step out and bless the forehead of the despised outsider of 
the field. He didn't give it much thought … until it won the race by 3 lengths.  On the next race, the second last of 
the day, the priest did the same thing to another rough looking horse and being a bit of a sceptic, he only put $2 on 
the nag … just in case.  It romped in and so off to the ATM the man went and withdrew all his money, just in case 
the priest blessed another in the last race. Sure enough, out came the priest, and not only did he bless the forehead 
of a very poorly looking horse, but this time he also blessed the area round the shoulders, and the 4 legs.  He was 
sure this was going to be a winner.  “Here we go,” the man thought to himself.  So he plonked the lot, plus all that he 
could borrow from his mates onto the horse but this time it didn’t even finish.  Alas the horse was unsighted. He 
immediately confronted the priest and asked for an explanation, "Serves you right,” said the priest,” for not coming 
to mass.  It's not my fault that you can't tell the difference between a simple blessing and the last rites!"  
 

So the lessons are …  listen in church, learn about the sacraments and there’s no such thing as a sure thing. 
 

Let us also remember after the feast of All Souls Day, those who have gone before us to meet with God.  May they 
also keep us in their prayers.  

Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen 
 

Christmas Concert will be held on Wednesday November 22nd from 5.30pm.  Children are to wear 
Christmas themed clothes. 
Yr 6 Graduation will be on Thursday November 30th (6.30pm)  
Christmas Hamper Collection - please keep in mind the annual collection. This supports many people in our 
community over the Christmas season. 
Christmas Raffle — tickets sold every morning before school in the hall.  $1.00 or 6 for $5.00.  4 vouchers to be 
won. 
 
Have a good week 
Brendan 



 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Thursdays 7.45 — 8.30am 

2.30 — 3.15pm      

For Your Information … 
 

 Sapphire Netball Club Registration 
Afternoon  Thursday 30th November, 4.00-
6.00pm at WDNA grounds Faulkner Park 
Leybourne Street Graceville.  For more 
information phone 4090 609 301 or contact 
sapphirenetballclub@gmail.com 
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Congratulations 

 

This week’s Best Behaviour 

Boat Awardees are: 
 

Victoria Kamuri 

Selina Kahsay 

Merhawi Kidanemaryam Warkaneh 

Ruby Burnham 

Max Gemmell 

For those who may need the 

service, St Brendan’s Outside 

School Hours Care will be open on 

the last day of school from 

12.00pm-6.00pm. 

[School ends for 2017 at 12pm 1st December ] 

BOOK CLUB 

Time for some Book Club 
Christmas shopping. 

Brochures were distributed 
on Friday and orders are 

due to the office by Friday 
17th November. 

17th November 

 

P&F WORKING BEE 

 

Calling all helpers to a working bee 

to be held on Friday 10th November 

1.30-3.00pm under the Child Care 

Centre.  We are preparing the Trash 

and Treasure items left over from the 

2017 Fete to be donated to charity. 



 

 

When:    Friday November 10th 

Where:  St Brendan’s School 

Time:  5.30pm Sausage Sizzle   -   6.30pm Movie starts 
 

Hot food and snacks will be sold prior to the start of the movie. 
 

Bring your blankets or beanbags and get comfortable on the school 
oval!  Please enter through Brier Street gate of the school. 
 

THIS IS NOT A DROP OFF EVENT.   

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT. 


