
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
It is hard to believe we are in the final week of Term 1 for 2018 – where has the time gone?  
What a fabulous term it has been and what a joy it has been for me to witness the continued 

growth of our great school.   

Thank you for the incredible commitment that all parents, students and staff have to making 
St Brendan’s the special place that it is. 

Despite this week being the last week of the term there is certainly lots on.  The following 
points will give you a snapshot of what is happening this week:  

 Best Behaviour Boat and Star Student Principal Morning 
tea were held this morning.  Two (2) students selected 
from each class joined me for a special celebration of 
their wonderful work and exceptional behaviour 
throughout Term 1.  Congratulations to Ella Gill and 
Praneel Sood (Prep); Ben Embleton and Monyon Acot 
(Year 1); Lily Higgins and Laila Yohan (Year 2); Sam Coad 

and Jessica James 
(Year 3); Ruby 
Burnham and Sahr Thomas (Year 4/5); Niccola 

Gonzales and Tessa James (Year 5/6).  I always have 
such a lovely time celebrating the achievement with 
these students.  It certainly is one of my favourite 
times of the term.   

 Parent/teacher interviews began last week. It has been wonderful to see the high 

interest shown by parents and carers regarding the progress of their children so far this 
year.  These interviews will continue until the end of this week.  Thank you to the 
teachers for their ongoing commitment and dedication to the students in their care.  
Our students are certainly in great hands! 

 Planning of teaching and learning activities for Term 2 commenced today. All classroom 
teachers will be released from class to work with Mrs Rose Williams (Year 1 and 
Primary Learning Leader) to formulate plans for teaching of all learning areas. Thank 
you to the ongoing commitment and dedication displayed by all staff here at St 
Brendan’s – the children are certainly in the best hands! 

  Tomorrow we launch our Anti-

Bullying Program with a Whole School 
Movie Event – all students and staff will be 

watching “A Bugs Life” together in our Year 
2 classroom.  All children are asked to bring 
a small cushion or pillow so that they are 
comfortable during the movie. Popcorn will 
be provided. 

The implementation of our anti-bullying program will be a strong focus for us during Term 2.  
The program is Beating Bully Bulldozer. This program was written by the talented staff of St 
Francis Xavier School, Goodna and was recognized for its incredible validity and relevancy to 

the work we do in schools by winning the Youth Participation Category of the Child Protection 
Awards in 2008. 
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30 Good Friday 

 
April 
1 Easter Sunday 
16  Pupil Free Day 
17 Term 2 begins 
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May 
1 P&F Meeting 
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19 Trivia Night 
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I have seen first-hand, how well this program works in schools. We are excited about being able to prioritise 

the implementation of this program in our school. I would like to thank Miss Meiklejohn, Mrs Becei, Mrs 
Williams and Mrs Vakaci for leading the implementation of this program at our great school.  

Beating Bully Bulldozer - Rationale: 

The definition of “bullying” is widely known and stated in school policies, anti-bullying programs and literature 
worldwide.  However, negative incidents which occur on a daily basis in schools and homes which are NOT bullying are less clearly 
defined.  This leads to the term “bullying” being overused by children to explain and identify all negative interactions and incidents as 
they do not have alternative terminology to use.  

When children perceive themselves as victims of bullying, regardless of whether the incident is bullying or not, according to  the true 
definition, children will inevitably develop a victim mentality over time.  The same can be said for a child accused of bully ing when in 
fact it may not be.  Damaging accusations can be made when common understanding is not reached.  Prolonged identification as a 
“bully” will create for a child an identity, which leads to an unhealthy concept of self for that child.  Perceptions, emotions and 
behaviours are all closely related. It is for these reasons that it is important that children are able to accurately interpr et and describe 
situations they are in.  This helps empower them to take control of their lives and circumstances surrounding it.  It also helps those 

dealing with the problems and issues to address them in appropriate ways and to use commonly understood words to do so.  

Beating Bully Bulldozer, An Innovative Teaching Tool to enhance your School Community ’s Anti-Bullying Program is designed 
specifically to address the issues mentioned above.  The aim of this innovative program is to give children the terminology t o use to 

correctly identify situations they find themselves in every day.  It also provides a common language for the school and the wider parent 
community to use in talking about everyday issues.  Correct identification and accurate description empowers children and ena bles 

them to apply the appropriate strategies when they are involved in a negative incident at school.  

I will continue to provide updates in our school newsletter during Term 2 on how we are progressing with the implementation o f this 
program in our school.  We have zero tolerance for bullying and always prioritise being proactive in dealing with genuine cas es of 
bullying. However, as this program clearly outlines, situations of conflict are often mislabeled as bullying when in fact there are other 
ways to describe these types of behaviours.  This program will support the students to understand how to identify these types  of 
behavior and their role in them. 

Another thank you must go to the families who came to help at last Sunday’s P&F Working Bee – although there weren’t very many 
families who came along, there was lots of wonderful work done and our jobs list has reduced in size – well done everyone! 

Special thanks must go to the following hard workers: 

 Patrick, Peta, Lachlan & Isabella Shine (Yr 4/5 & Yr 3) 

 Wally and Brendan Nurzynski (Yr 2) 
The next P&F Working Bee is scheduled for just before our annual fete in August – that is, 

19 August from 9am – 11am.  Please mark this date in your calendar so that we 

have lots of helpers. 

Mrs Wiliams (Year 1 and Primary Learning Leader) will be on long service leave for the first two and a half weeks of 
Term 2. I know that you all join with me in wishing her and her husband happy and safe travels as they visit their 
eldest daughter in London and travel to Europe for Anzac Day commemorations.  We look forward to welcoming Mrs 
Sheona White to teach Year 1 fulltime during Mrs Williams’ leave.   

DON’T FORGET: If you have a child/children to start Prep next year we welcome your enrolment applications. Please note that 
enrolment interviews for 2019 Prep students will be held after the Easter holidays, in April/May. Children born 1 July 2013 to 30 June 
2014 (inclusive) are eligible for 2019 Prep enrolment. I look forward to meeting with all current families with younger siblings and 
welcoming a new group of families to St Brendan’s School. 

Unpaid Term 1 school fees are now overdue. Payment is requested prior to term’s end. Please strive to meet this request if relevant.  

Term 2 News: 

Term 2 is already looking like a very busy one with our first week back starting well with the following:  

 Monday April 16  PUPIL FREE DAY – MAC Collaborative Professional  

     Learning Day for all teaching staff 

 Tuesday April 17  Students return – school commences at 8.40am 

 Wednesday April 19  School Photo Day – don’t forget to bring your envelopes back to school as soon as possible     

    Fete Planning Meeting at Salisbury Hotel – 6.30pm 

 Thursday April 21  Regular Thursday school day 

 Friday April 22  Anti-Bullying Launch - Part 2 (Whole School Workshop) 
      School Disco  5.30 – 7.30pm 



 

 

to our Star Student and Best Behaviour 

Awardees Morning Tea for Term 1 … 

 

Star Students:  

Ella Gill    Ben Embleton    Lily Higgins    

Sam Coad    Sahr Thomas    Niccola Gonzales 

 

Best Behaviour Students:   

Praneel Sood    Monyon Acot    Laila Yohan    

Jess James    Ruby Burnham    Tessa James 

Don’t forget school commences for Term 2 on Tuesday April 17 at 8.40am. 

As we enter the final stages of our Lenten journey we pray:  

May the blessings of the Easter season renew and strengthen your faith in the risen Lord 
and be a happy and blessed time for you and your families.  

Take care and God bless always 

In Faith and Love 

Nicole Cole   

 

PROJECT COMPASSION 

Sixth Week of Lent 

  

When Psyche Mae featured in Project Compassion during 2008, she was living in a squatter settlement, 
on the edge of a giant rubbish dump outside Manila in the Philippines. Her family was forced to pick 
through the rubbish to sell what they could to survive. Thanks to the support of individuals and Caritas 
Australia, in 2018, Psyche Mae is now a young social worker, achieving her dream of helping others 
struggling to leave poverty behind them, with plans to study a Master’s degree. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help improve the health and wellbeing of communities 
in the Philippines so they can work towards eradicating poverty, providing a just future for all.  

A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate through Project Compassion boxes/envelopes, visit 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 1800 024 413. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Thursdays 7.45am — 8.30am 

2.30pm — 3.15pm      

MARCH 
 

28   Sarah Ibrahim 
30   Betel Bogale 

30  Davis Shibu 
 

APRIL 
4    Winnie Acot  

7   Veronica Phillip 
14   Lincoln Boase 

16   Laila Yohan  

 

Religious Education 
 
As the children head into their holidays, I hope you 
all have a restful and peaceful time together. The 
story of Easter is about Jesus, the sacrifice he made 
on the cross and His resurrection. On the road to 
Emmaus, Jesus was not recognised straight away 
until he chose to reveal Himself. Perhaps Jesus has 
been present to us many times a day and we have 
not recognised Him. This Easter weekend, take the 
time to reflect upon the story of Jesus and the 
power it can have in our lives.  
 

Holy Week Prayers 
I’d like to thank 
the children and 
teachers for 
preparing these 
prayers at such a 

busy time of term. The Easter story is the most 
important and solemn time for Christians and needs 
to be brought alive to the children. What better way 
than story telling in prayer? Thank you teachers and 
students, for such meaningful reflections.   
 

Easter Raffle 
Tickets on sale outside the office each morning for 
50c or 3 for $1. Last day tomorrow! Raffle will be 
drawn at 2:40pm in MacKillop Place, Thursday.  
 

Anzac Day  
We will be gathering on 
Monday the 23rd at the 
school assembly for a 
special prayer service.  I 
hope you can join us.  
 

Choir for Mass 
On Pentecost Sunday, the children from St Pius X 
will be leading the Sunday mass and we hope as 
many children as possible might be able to come 
along to sing in the choir and perhaps read a prayer. 
Keep this day in mind. More details next term.  
 
Thanks for reading and have a great holiday.  
 
Brendan  
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School Photo Day is fast approaching. 
Have your child’s school memories captured forever on 

Wednesday 18 April 2018 

Your photo order envelopes will arrive shortly. Please start planning your purchases 
and payment options.  

 

Remember these helpful points: 

 Read all relevant instructions for your preferred payment method. 
All payments are due on photo day. 

 
 You may pay online using your credit card. Each child will have an 

individual ‘shootkey’ listed on their envelope. This will help 
identify your child’s order. 

 
 You may pay by cash using the individual envelope provided. Please 

enclose correct money as no change will be given.   
 
 Sibling photo envelopes are available at the school office upon 

request. THESE PHOTOS WILL BE TAKEN BEFORE SCHOOL, ON 
PHOTO DAY, USUALLY FROM 8AM 

 
 Please instruct siblings to attend the photo studio during this time. 

Photographers are unable to search for students who do not attend. 
 
 Do not seal envelopes inside each other.  You may include payment 

for all children in one envelope, however please indicate on this 
envelope the names of all the children you are paying for. 

 
 All students should wear their correct school uniform. 
 
 Students appearing in any Extra Curricular Group Photos will be 

issued a personalised order letter after photo day, advising on how 
to place your order for these photos.  

For any enquiries, please feel free to contact  

MSP Photography 

p 07 3848 3946 

e  admin.seq@msp.com.au 



 

 

Happy Easter Chickens 

 

Looking forward to more 

great artwork in Term 2! 

Donna Nicholson 


