
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
 
Life at St Brendan’s continues to be very busy with lots of interesting events occurring 
over the coming months.  
 
I will attend the final day (ie. Day 6) of the Leading with Integrity and Excellence 
course that I have been participating in.  Thank you for your patience during my 
absences to attend this course and thank you to Mr Gerrard for his excellent 
leadership of our great school during this time. 
 
The Mother’s Day Stall is being held this Friday (May 11).  Thank you to the P&F for 
organizing this lovely treat for our students. All items will be priced from $1.00 - 
$5.00. This stall enables our students to purchase something special for their mothers 
or mother figures in their lives.  I remember being able to do this as a young child 
myself – the memories, for some, will be lifelong and the excitement that we see 
when the children have purchased their special gift and then try and keep it a secret 
is priceless. 
 
A touching thought I wanted to share with you all – God bless all mother figures this 
week and always! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep interviews for 2019 are continuing and I am loving meeting the new families and 
their children.  I now look forward to meeting with our current families who have 
children starting Prep in 2019.  If you are one of these families please call the front 
office to book your interview time.  Don’t forget – if you know anyone who has 
children eligible for enrolment in Prep in 2019, i.e. Born 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014 
(inclusive), to contact the office for an enrolment form or to book an interview as a 
matter of urgency. 

We have launched the facility to complete the Application for Enrolment online via 
our school website.  I encourage you to use this facility for any of our younger siblings 
that need to be enrolled at our school.  The following link will take you to this new 
facility: https://tinyurl.com/yd2s77se 

May 
11 Mother’s Day Stall 
14 Cross Country 9.00-11.00 

am at Veterans Park 
15-17 NAPLAN Testing (Yr 3 & 5) 
16 St Brendan’s Feast Day 
19 Fete Planning Meeting 

2.00pm in the School Hall ; 
Trivia Night—6.30pm 

20 St Brendan’s/St Pius X 
School Parish Mass 9am at 
Salisbury Church 

22-24 St Brendan’s  ‘Paws for 
Book’ Book Fair 

31 Zone Cross Country — 
Villanova Park Tingalpa 

June 
5 P&F Meeting 
6 Combined Choir Choral 

Festival Rehearsal Day @ St 
Brendan’s 

20 Fete Planning Meeting 
7.00pm at the Salisbury 
Hotel 

22 Fete—Pre-loved and 
Vintage Goods drop off 
day;   Yr 1 Excursion to 
Lone Pine 

29 Last day of Term 2 
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 Next Tuesday, NAPLAN 2019 will commence with Language Conventions and Writing.  A reminder of the information I 
shared with you in last week’s newsletter: 
 

NAPLAN testing will occur next week from Tuesday to Thursday for students in Years 3, 5 and 7. All relevant staff and 
students have been systematically working on preparing for these tests and I am very confident that our students are well 
positioned to do their very best over these three days.  Parents/carers are asked to ensure that students are punctual, well-
nourished and rested for these tests. The schedule for the testing program follows: 
 

 Tuesday 15 May:  Language Conventions and Writing 

 Wednesday 16 May:  Reading 

 Thursday 17 May:  Numeracy 
 

Next Wednesday, May 16 is the celebration day of our school’s patron saint – St Brendan. This is also St Brendan’s feast 
day. This special day in our school year will begin with a feast day mass in the church.  This Eucharistic celebration begins  
promptly at 9.00am.  All parents and friends of St Brendan’s are welcome to join us for this special celebration.  Mr Gerrard 
has organized some fabulous activities for the children.    I look forward to celebrating St Brendan’s Feast Day with the staff 
and students of this wonderful school. 
 

The 2018 St Brendan’s Community Bash planning is continuing to move along brilliantly.  Please find attached with this 
newsletter the next update for your perusal and information.  
 

Please note that we still do not have convenors for the following stalls: 
 

 Plants 

 Books 

 Silent Auction 

 Multi-Draw Raffle 
 

This week’s update explains what is involved in convening a stall.  Perhaps you and a friend could volunteer to convene one 
of these stalls. 
 

Please take note of the list of new dates added to the Coming Events list on page one of this newsletter.  These are key 
dates to be noted to ensure our fete is a successful one. 
 
Thanks again to Patrick Shine (Lachlan – Yr 4 & Isabella – Yr 3) for his diligence in providing these updates for our 
information. 
 

Winter school uniform items are already starting to build in lost property as the cooler weather has joined us.  Please 
ensure that all uniform items that brought to school are clearly labeled for quick, convenient return to students when they 
are misplaced or forgotten.  Thank you in advance for your co-operation and support with this matter. 
 

I pray that Sunday is a very special day for all mothers and those who assume a motherhood role in all our lives.  I trust that 
you will all be made to feel very special.  We thank God for love and support that you provide to all those in your care.  
 

Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children,  
so you watch over your Church.  
Bless these women, that they may be strengthened as Christian mothers.  
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.  
Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may honor them always with  
a spirit of profound respect.  
Grant this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

I pray that you all have a terrific week.  May God’s blessings be with you and your families today and always. 
 

Take care and God bless always 

In Faith and Love 

Nicole Cole  

Principal  



 

 

Religious Education 
 

Confirmation – We join in prayer for those children receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation and the reception of the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit.  The reception of the sacrament will be on this Friday the 11th. Let us keep these children of our Parish in 

our prayers. 

May is dedicated to Mary in the Catholic Church. Teach and encourage your children to know the words of the Hail Mary and 

the Our Father. The older children might also learn the words of the Glory Be – the three main prayers of the Rosary. During 

this time, pray for continuing peace on the Korean Peninsula. What a sign for the world that anything is possible, and prayer  

will help this process even more.  

St Brendan's Day May 16th    

While the 3s and 5s will complete their NAPLAN 

tests, the rest of the school will attend Mass 

with Fr Dan and the Parish from 9am. After this, 

all the children will take part in some fun 

activities including a giant inflatable obstacle 

course called Obstacool. Naturally we will also 

learn about St Brendan and St Brendan's School 

history and do some other fun activities along 

the way. We do need some volunteers to help 

on the obstacle course from 10:00-1:30. Please 

let us know if you can help out. 

This will still be a tuckshop day. 

Parish Children's Mass May 20th  (Pentecost Sunday). Please put this date in your diary and come to St Pius' X Church, Golda 

Avenue , Salisbury  at 9am for Mass and morning tea. At this Mass the children are chosen to do readings and lead the singing  

for the Parish. They also get to meet with other children from the Parish increasing their understanding of the Parish as a whole 

and their belonging in the wider faith family. 

Thanks for reading. 

Brendan 

BOOK FAIR @ ST BRENDAN’S 

22-24 May 2018 

 

Tuesday 22 May  -  3.00pm — 4.00pm 

Wednesday 23 May  -  8.00am — 3.30pm 

Wednesday 23 May  -  5.00pm — 7.00pm : Family Event 

Thursday 24 May  -  8.00am — 12.00pm 



 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Thursdays 7.45am — 8.30am 

2.30pm — 3.15pm      

 

MAY 
 

13   Ella Gill 

15   Merhawi Kidanemaryam Warkaneh 

For Your Information… 

 Clairvaux MacKillop College 2018 “Windows” 

Tours—Friday 11th May 2018 9.00am-11.00am.  

To book a space contact the enrolment secretary 

3347 9223 or email enrolments@cvxmck.edu.au 

 St Thomas More College Visitors’ Day 29th May, 

Session 1 at 9.15am and Session 2 at 4.15pm.  To 

register please contact the College Office 3323 

4600 or email enrolments@stmc.qld.edu.au 

 Brigidine College Twilight Tour Tuesday 22nd 

May 4.00-6.00pm.  Please register with the 

College www.brigidine.qld.edu.au 

 Holt Bolt and Clairvaux MacKillop College 

Obstacle Course Community Event  Sunday 20th 

May.  Time:  Waves at 9.00am –10am and 10.15-

11.15am at the College.  Cost—$25 for primary 

students (5-11 years), secondary school students 

(12-17 years) and adults.  Register with 

www.theholtbolt.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Kraile Dizon 

Jonty Olde-Wolbers 

Selina Kahsay 

Lakshith Gowda 

Ruby Burnham 

Grace Schoenemann 

REMEMBER  :  NO SECOND BREAK AT 

TUCKSHOP 

  

 

  

P&F News  

Trivia Night – Saturday 19th May 

The P&F Trivia Night is a great social event on our school 
calendar for the parents, staff and the wider community.  
You don’t have to be a trivia buff to enjoy this fun night 
out.  Tickets are now on sale at the school office ($15.00 
per person).  Invite family, friends and neighbours to 
make up a table of six or come along and join a team on 
the night.  

Mother’s Day Stall – Friday 11th May 

Thank you to Mrs Sarah Boase (Lincoln – Yr 1) for co-
ordinating the Mother’s Day stall. Children can purchase a 
variety of special items selling for about $1 to $5.00 for 
their mother or a “mother” figure.  The stall will be in the 
Library — any parent helpers, please meet in the Library 
at 8.45am. 

P&F Executive  



 

 

Bravehearts Ditto Show 

On Tuesday, students from Prep to 

Year 3 took part in the Bravehearts 

Ditto Show.  Students learnt 

important safety messages including 

where my private parts are, what yes 

and no feelings feel like in my body 

and what to do if I feel unsafe. 

These all important learnings are 

contained in the Australian Health 

and PE curriculum. 

We encourage you to read and share 

with your child, the student 

workbook that your child will bring 

home in their school bag next week. 

Caroline Vakaci  
(Guidance Counsellor) 

Book Club - Due 14th May 
 

It’s Book Club time again!  

 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 3 brochures were sent home with the eldest in the 
family last week.  Parents can order directly online or send in paper orders with 
payment to the school office.   Allow 1-2 weeks from the due date for delivery.   

 

To order: 

 
Fill in the order form in the brochure. 

Pay by cash, cheque or credit card (by phone).   

Put order form and payment/payment receipt in an envelope and submit to the 
school office. 

OR   

Order online using LOOP - Scholastic Book Clubs Linked Online Ordering & Pay-
ment platform for Parents. 

 Log-in to www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP and order by the close date.   

 Books will be delivered to your child’s school.  

 Don’t return paper order forms or payment receipt details to school for 
LOOP orders. 

Date extention to 
Monday 14th May 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP


 

 



 

 

Sunday 26 August 

9am to 3pm 
Update No. 5 

 

Welcome to the latest St Brendan’s Community Bash update.  Planning for the 2018 Community Bash is 

well underway and excitement for this year’s event is starting to build with less than 4 months to the big 

day.  That might seem like a long way away yet, but there is much to do.   

 

The latest planning meeting was held on Wednesday 18 April at The Salisbury Hotel.  Thank you to those 

families who attended the meeting. 

 

Volunteers are needed across all areas of the Community Bash, so if you can help out, it would be 

greatly appreciated.  Volunteers are needed to help all of the stall conveners, but particularly the Café/

BBQ. 

 

The following stall conveners have been confirmed:- 

 

 Café / BBQ – Deanna Stephenson 

 African Food – Deb Cassidy and the Mother’s group 

 Pre-loved & Vintage Goods Garage Sale – Lisa & Immanuel De La Haye 

 Arts & Crafts – Karen Champniss 

 Jams – Donna Nicholson 

 Sweets – Geneva Higgins 

 Fruit & Vegetables – Quyen Do 

 Cakes – Kate Carrigan 

 Sideshow Alley – Carrie Leary and school teachers 

 

We don’t have a stall convener for the following stalls:- 

 

 Plants 

 Books 

 Silent Auction 

 Multi-Draw Raffle 

 

Anyone interested in being the convener of any of these stalls, please let the school office know ASAP.  
Below are some of the duties of a stall convener:- 



 

 

 Manage the stall, including organising the goods for the stall, setting up the stall on the day before 

the fete, selling the goods on fete day, controlling the money and packing up after the fete) 

 Attending fete planning meetings where possible and liaising with the site manager about stall 

location and any requirements for running the stall 

 Keep a record of the goods on the stall, what sold well, what did not sell well, suppliers, pricing of the 

goods for the purposes of future fete planning 

 Take part in the fete review process 

 

No prior experience is required to be a stall convener, other than to have some fun and create a good 

positive vibe around the fete.   

 

The success of the fete relies heavily on the support of the school community by way of the donation of 

good quality items that can be sold on the stalls.  Some items that we are looking for include:- 

 

 The Pre-loved and Vintage Goods Garage Sale stall:- 

 - Pre-loved clothes, shoes or toys 

 - CDs or DVDs 

 - Manchester (bathroom, kitchen, bedroom items) 

 - Household items (kitchen or garden utensils) 

 Books, including fiction and non-fiction 

 Spare pots, plants or plant cuttings and cool-lite boxes for the Plants Stall 

 Home-made jams and chutneys  

 Empty glass jars with lids (for jams) 

 Cakes of all sorts 

 Sweets, including slices, tarts, pies, lollies, toffies, fudge 

 Arts and craft items 

 Blocks of chocolate and other novelty items as prizes for the Sideshow Alley games 

 Cans of soft drink (375ml) and bottled water (425ml) for the Café/BBQ 

 

There will be drop off days for items for the Pre-loved and Vintage Goods and Books stall on the following 

days:- 

 Friday 22 June (8am to 9am) 

 Friday 27 July (8am to 9am) 

 Saturday 11 August (7am to 9am) 

 Saturday 18 August (7am to 9am) 

 Friday 17 August (8am to 9am) 

 

The drop off will be under the St Brendan’s Child Care Centre on the corner of Brier St and Hamilton Road. 

 

The next fete planning meetings are scheduled for Saturday 19 May from 2pm in the School Hall and 

Wednesday 20 June from 7pm at The Salisbury Hotel.  Everyone is welcome. 

 
Until the next fete update. 



 

 

 

Will:  I love it when mum helps me with Lego 

Victoria: My mum is clever because she always knows what I am doing 

Kaleb:  I love my mum because she works and takes me everywhere 

McKenna: I love it when my mum hugs me before bed 

Eric:  My mum is amazing, she always cares for me and loves me 

Ruby: I love my mum because when I am hurt she looks after me 
and cares for me 

Davis: I love my mum because she is hard working, loving and 
always supports me at any cost 

This week we talked about the awesome 
mums at St Brendan's and I am always 
impressed with how considerate the kids 
are in acknowledging their mums. 

Here are a few things they shared. 

Please also have a look at their art work 
and thoughts outside the office. 

Donna Nicholson—Art Teacher 



 

 


