
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Last Friday evening I had the pleasure of attending this year’s Confirmation 
liturgy.  Three of our students were blessed with the sacrament of 
Confirmation.  Their families were there to support them and it certainly 
was a special evening for these children to continue their faith journey.  
Congratulations to Joshua Wilson (Year 6), Sam Coad and Isabella Shine 
(Year 3)! 
 

In coming weeks, those children who are eligible to begin the next stage of their faith 
journey, that is making their First Holy Communion (First Eucharist), will begin 
preparation with members of our Parish.  If you would like your child to receive this 
sacrament you MUST attend a parent information session next Wednesday, May 23.  
This session will begin promptly at 7.00pm in St Brendan’s Church – Hawtree Street, 
Moorooka. 
 

To ensure your child/children are eligible to make their First Holy Communion they 
must: 
 

1. have been baptized 
2. have been confirmed 
3. be in Year 4 or higher 

 

This Sunday is the birthday of the Church: Pentecost Sunday.  It commemorates the day 
when the Holy Spirit descended upon Our Lady and the Apostles.  They were 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to go out to the community to tell the truth about Jesus 
Christ: that He is the Messiah and that He died and rose from the 
dead in accordance with the Scriptures. I encourage you to take 
some time with your families to think about and pray about the 
significance of this day in our church calendar – a very special 
time indeed! 
 

This Saturday is the next fete planning meeting – the purpose of this meeting is to 
survey our school site and make some decisions around where stalls and displays will 
go on fete day. 
 

Please join us at the main entrance to the school hall at 2.00pm so that some decisions 
can be made and planning for the 2018 St Brendan’s Community Bash can continue. 
Thank you, again to Patrick Shine (Lachlan – Year 4 and Isabella – Year 3) for doing a 
wonderful  job leading the troops to organize this great event for our school.  
 

This Saturday evening is the annual P&F Trivia Night held in the St 
Brendan’s Parish Hall.  The event starts at 6.30pm at a cost of 
$15.00 per person. 
 

If you and your friends and family are keen trivia buffs please come along and support 
this great event.  My husband and I are looking forward to another fun and thought 
provoking evening with this great community. 
 

NAPLAN concludes tomorrow with Numeracy testing for Year 3 and 5 students.  Many 
thanks to all parents and carers for their effort in organizing and preparing their 
children to achieve their best in this national assessment program.  Special thanks must 
also go to the teaching staff involved in preparing the children – I am confident that the 
results will be pleasing.  These results are expected to be available in October.  

May 
17 NAPLAN Testing (Yr 3 & 5) 
19 Fete Planning Meeting 

2.00pm in the School Hall ; 
Trivia Night—6.30pm 

22-24 St Brendan’s  ‘Paws for 
Book’ Book Fair 

31 Zone Cross Country — 
Villanova Park Tingalpa 

June 
1  Meet the Principal & 

School Tour Open Day 
5 P&F Meeting 
6 Combined Choir Choral 

Festival Rehearsal Day @ St 
Brendan’s 

17 St Brendan’s/St Pius X 
School Parish Mass 9am at 
Salisbury Church 

20 Whole School Excursion to 
QAGOMA;  Fete Planning 
Meeting 7.00pm at the 
Salisbury Hotel 

22 Fete—Pre-loved and 
Vintage Goods drop off 
day;   Yr 1 Excursion to 
Lone Pine 

29 Last day of Term 2 
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Today’s St Brendan’s Day activities were a wonderful success and a great acknowledgement of our patron saint. Mr 
Gerrard did an awesome job organizing these fun activities for the children – thank you! 
 

The Obstacool Course was a very popular inclusion in this year’s activities – it was such a joy seeing the children have such 
a wonderful time.  (See photos later in this Newsletter) 
 

Special thanks to the amazing teachers and parents in our community who helped make the day a HUGE success.  We 
could not have provided these activities without your amazing support.   
 

Our second ‘Well Being Week’ for 2018 is next week.  ‘Well Being Week’ is a week that we have here at St Brendan’s and 
aims to provide time for all members of the St Brendan’s community to ‘take a breath’, rest, rejuvenate and recover from 
the busyness of life.   
 

We highly value time with family and taking care of each other and ourselves.  Week 6 of every term is prioritised as a 
week where no formal homework is sent home (it is still important to read every night and practice your spelling and 
number facts where appropriate), there will be no staff meetings and it is important for us all to make sure that we spend 
some extra time with family.  I hope and pray that next week is another chance for you to enjoy this special time with 
family and loved ones.  Enjoy! 
 

Mrs White and Mrs Fiddy are busily preparing for our annual Ashton School Book Fair 
that happens next week.  The details are as follows: 
 

Theme: Paws for Books 
Date: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (May 22, 23 and 24) 
Special Family Event – 5.00 – 7.00pm Wednesday May 23 
 

Winter school uniform items are continuing to build quickly in lost property as the cooler weather has joined us.  Please 
ensure that all uniform items that are brought to school are clearly labelled for quick and convenient return to students 
when they are misplaced or forgotten.  Thank you in advance for your co-operation and support with this matter. 
 

Interviews for Prep 2019 are continuing. As always, I am very excited to be meeting these wonderful little people and their 
families. I can’t wait to welcome them to St Brendan’s. Don’t forget – if you know anyone who has children eligible for 
enrolment in Prep in 2019, i.e. Born 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014 (inclusive), to contact the office for an enrolment form or 
to book an interview as a matter of urgency. 
 

Semester 1 reporting is on the horizon and all teaching staff continue to prepare for this, with student assessment 
currently receiving particular focus. Reports will be issued on Wednesday, June 27 and some parents/carers may receive 
specific requests for interviews with classroom teachers.  

 

REMINDER: Please adhere to the parking laws on Hawtree and Brier Streets.  The Qld Police 
service and Brisbane City Council will be patrolling these areas more regularly in the future.  
 

 The disabled parking space on Hawtree Street was installed for the use of families who hold a 
disabled parking permit – please be mindful of this and not park there if you do not hold one of these 
permits. 
 

 The bus zone is also an area that should not be used inside the hours listed on the sign – please take 
note of these times and ensure you do not park in this area within these times.  

 
 

I pray that you all have a terrific week.  May God’s blessings be with you and your families today and always. 
 

Take care and God bless always 
In Faith and Love 

Nicole Cole   

Principal  



 

 

Religious Education 
 

Hope all the mums of St Brendan’s had a nice sleep in Sunday and were properly spoilt. We pray for all 
who are in the role of mums or wish one day to be a mum. Mother’s Day also brings us closer to 
thoughts of Our Lady in her role as the Mother of Jesus who, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, so 
perfectly brought her son to his mission to save the world.  
  

 
St Brendan’s Feast Day. A special day was celebrated today. We gathered as a 
community to celebrate Mass with Fr Dan. The children then participated in a range of 
activities arranged by our great staff. We hope the children had a lot of fun and were 
returned to you with great stories and some information about St Brendan and the school 
of St Brendan’s.  
 
 

St Brendan’s life was inspirational and we can all draw something from 
his courage and commitment to spreading the word of God. If anyone 
wants to borrow a copy of The Brendan Voyage please do. It’s about 
people trying to achieve the same feats as St Brendan was reported to 
have accomplished, and, I won’t tell you the ending. Also have a look at 
the little, wooden crafted boat that’s in the glass case in the office that 
was masterly crafted by Mr Paul Claussen. It is a replica of what St 
Brendan may have sailed around Ireland and to other places.   
 
Finally, FIRST COMMUNION will be beginning soon– please keep an eye out to enrol your child when 
these dates are announced.   
 
Thanks for reading  
Brendan  

BOOK FAIR @ ST BRENDAN’S 

22-24 May 2018 

 

Tuesday 22 May  -  3.00pm — 4.00pm 

Wednesday 23 May  -  8.00am — 3.30pm 

Wednesday 23 May  -  5.00pm — 7.00pm : Family Event 

Thursday 24 May  -  8.00am — 12.00pm 



 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Thursdays 7.45am — 8.30am 

2.30pm — 3.15pm      

For Your Information… 

 St Thomas More College Visitors’ Day 29th May, 

Session 1 at 9.15am and Session 2 at 4.15pm.  To 

register please contact the College Office 3323 

4600 or email enrolments@stmc.qld.edu.au 

 Brigidine College Twilight Tour Tuesday 22nd 

May 4.00-6.00pm.  Please register with the 

College www.brigidine.qld.edu.au 

 Holt Bolt and Clairvaux MacKillop College 

Obstacle Course Community Event has been    

CANCELLED. 

P&F News  

Trivia Night – Saturday 19th May 

The P&F Trivia Night is a great social event on our school 
calendar for the parents, staff and the wider community.  
You don’t have to be a trivia buff to enjoy this fun night 
out.  Tickets are now on sale at the school office ($15.00 
per person).  Invite family, friends and neighbours to 
make up a table of six or come along and join a team on 
the night.  

P&F Executive  



 

 

PREP:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Praneel Sood  
The Preps have been working on hearing sounds and blending them 

to make a word. We have been practising our letter formation and 

using describing words to share about what is happening in a picture. 

In Science, we have been describing how different materials look and 

feel. We have also been noticing what things around us are made of. 
 

YEAR 1:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Lincoln Boase    
In R.E., Yr 1 has been discussing the Creation story and is finding places in the school environment 

that they can help to care for.  In English, Year 1 has read a great book called 'Banjo and 

Ruby Red'.  It is about a dog and a chook.  They learnt about the characters, settings and events of 

the story. Each child then had to choose  their favourite character and then give reasons for their 

choice.   In Maths, Year 1s are becoming experts at counting to and from 50.  They'll be able to 

work with numbers to 100 in no time! Yr 1 has continued to investigate living and non-living things 

in Science.  Last Thursday, they went exploring around the school to find a living creature and then 

thought about what the creature needs to stay alive. 

 

YEAR 2:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Tedirah Foday-Musa  
Yr 2 have been exploring place value and 3D shapes in Maths so far this term. We have made some 

abacuses out of play-dough, beads and pipe cleaners; they helped us to show numbers up to 

1000.  We have also explored the features of 3D shapes by investigating them in 

our environment and classifying how many corners, edges and sides the different shapes have!!   

 

YEAR 3:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Sianna Jones    
The Rockstars of Yr 3 are ready for our first NAPLAN. The most important things are to have a go 

and do our best. Good luck to the Yr 5s. We are using modal verbs and conjunctions to give more 

meaning to our texts. In Science, we are Heating Up as we look for what makes heat and how it 

changes depending on the material. In Religion, we are exploring images of God in the Old 

Testament. Thanks to Beating Bully Bulldozer and Ditto from Bravehearts we are developing skills to 

stay healthy and safe.  

 

YEAR 4/5:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Sahr Thomas    
The Allstars have been learning about measurement of length, place value to tenths and hundredths 

and how to write these  decimals as fractions. They have also been learning about using modal 

words in persuasive texts. In science, the Allstars have enjoyed investigating the properties of 

liquids and solids.    

 

YEAR 5/6:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Niccola Gonzales   
We were excited to compete in our cross country and have a chance to act as leaders for our 

school. We want to thank Mrs Eichperger and Mrs Phillips for training us. We are hoping our Yr 5s 

do well in NAPLAN and that they see it as a fun puzzle rather than turn it into a big test. In Religion, 

we continue to look at the readings about the Holy Spirit and welcome Fr Dan to our room 

this Friday the 18th for a class talk. We congratulate our fellow students who received the 

Sacrament of Confirmation last Friday night. In English, we will be creating spoken information 

reports and developing our knowledge of the characteristics of authors.  In Maths, we continue to 

develop our skills in operations and in solving Perimeter and Area problems. HaSS is teaching us 

more about inland Australian Explorers while in Science we continue to experiment with states of 

matter.  

 



 

 



 

 

Chutney For Sale!!! 

Yr 3 know that chutney is easy to make, why don’t 

you try at home? 

 

Yr 3 started work on the Jams and Chutney Stall for 

the Fete.  They made paw paw chutney!  Everyone 

tried the green paw paw. 

St Brendan’s Day 

Obstacool Course 
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Meet the 
Principal & 
School Tour 
Open Day   

9.00-10.15am 
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P&F MEETING 

6.30pm 
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Combined Choir 
Choral Festival 

Rehearsal Day at St 
Brendan’s 
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Excursion to 
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Fete Planning 
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at the Salisbury 
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