
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Earlier this week Brisbane Catholic Education conducted their first census data 
collection for 2018.  This census data has our enrolments at the commencement of the 
2018 school year at 71 students.  This figure is well down on last year because we had 
an unprecedented number of families forced to make the decision to move on from St 
Brendan’s for a number of different reasons.  I am sure you will agree and join with me 
in praying that these families settle into their new lives and new schools with ease and 
comfort. 
 
Although this is disappointing and we are very sad to lose any of our families we 
continue to work hard to prioritise marketing our wonderful school to try and attract 
more enrolments. If you know anyone who is looking for a fabulous school to send their 
children to please do not hesitate to recommend St Brendan’s.   
 
As mentioned last week we are privileged to welcome a number of new students and 
their families to St Brendan’s. Welcome to the following children and their families: 
 

 Prep – Nate Barker; Betel Bogale; Kralie Dizon; Ameliya 
Gibson; Ella Gill; Dylan Nguyen; Cerrin Ranger and 
Praneel Sood 

 Year 4/5 – Sorcha Ranger and Angus McCulloch 

 Year 5/6 – Kaleb Schneider and Jake Wessels 
 
One of our main goals this year is to continue to work hard to increase the enrolment 
numbers at St Brendan’s. I look forward to continuing to work with our P&F and our 
wonderful school staff to promote our great school and encourage more children and 
their families to join our unique community.  
 
A critical part of the many important partnerships that 
exist across our school is our Parents and Friends (P&F) 
Association.  The first of our P&F Meetings for 2018 will 
be held on Tuesday February 13 at 6.30pm in the 
staffroom at St Brendan’s.  During this meeting priorities 
for 2018 will be discussed and plans made to move 
forward for this year. 
 
If you are able to give one night a month to meetings and work with an amazingly 
dedicated and dynamic team please call the office and let us know of your interest. 
 
Next Tuesday evening, February 6 will see our annual Parent Information Evening 
begining with a brief address by myself in the courtyard followed by two repeat sessions 
(6.45pm to 7.15pm and 7.15pm to 7.45pm) in classrooms. All parents and carers should 
look forward to this special night where you will learn about what educational 
opportunities your children will be provided with this year.  This evening is for all 
classes. I look forward to seeing as many parents and carers as possible in attendance.  
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Another one of our major goals this year is to review our St Brendan’s Anti-Bullying 
Policy – to do this effectively it is important that we gather data from all stakeholders in 
our community.   
 
At the end of 2017, all children and staff completed a survey and the data is in the 
process of being analysed.  The next stage of our data gathering is the parent 
community of St Brendan’s.  Included with this newsletter is the Parent Survey that we 
would like to be completed.  I encourage all Parents/Carers to contribute to this 
important process by completing the enclosed survey.   
 
Once you have completed the survey, please return it to the school office by Friday February 9 or your class teacher. 
 
Thank you in advance for taking the time to complete this survey.  I will keep you posted with the roll out of the new 
anti-bullying policy and the education program that will support it as this process begins. 
 
Term 1 Curriculum planning will begin this week.  Mrs Rose Williams (our Primary Learning Leader) will facilitate these 
planning sessions with each class teacher.  As you can imagine this is a busy time for teachers to set up and plan what 
your children will be learning throughout 2018.  These planning sessions will focus on Term 1 with more planning 
sessions scheduled for Term 2 later in the term.  I would like to thank the teachers for their hard work and dedication to 
providing wonderful learning experiences for our children.  Well done! 

 
Tuckshop recommenced today and our sincere thanks must go to Dee Stephenson for 
organizing a willing band of helpers.  Dee is our wonderful Tuckshop co-ordinator who will be 
assisted by Sarah Boase during 2018.  Both of these ladies do an amazing job with overseeing 
the workings of our tuckshop. Another fine example of parents supporting the great school we 
have – thanks so much Dee and Sarah! 
 

Once again, I commend the presentation of the children as they come to school each day.  Please remember, black 
shoes are the correct choice of shoes to wear with our school uniform.  If you are experiencing any difficulties in 
providing black shoes for your child/children please don’t hesitate to speak to your class teacher and let us know how 
we can be of assistance. 
 
St Brendan’s has a NO HAT NO PLAY rule, which means that if the children, don’t have a hat they must sit in Mackillop 
Place during playtime.  I continue to be impressed with the number of children that wear their hats willingly and 
without reminding – well-done children! Thank you for making sure that your child/children has the correct hat and 
supporting the school’s Sun Safe Policy. 
 
As you are all aware the safety of each and every child in our school is paramount to our 
mission to provide a safe, secure and healthy environment for students.  Part of this process 
for us in 2018 is to become a “Nut Aware” School. 
 
One of our new students that has commenced at St Brendan’s has an allergy to all types of 
nuts and as a result, we have been advised by the parents and the doctors to become aware 
of this concern across our school.  The student can have an anaphylactic reaction when 
exposed to any form of nuts. 
 
When speaking to the parents of this student we have been advised that washing our hands 
after touching nuts and limiting the exposure to nuts at school is the best course of action.   
 
Please note that there is no need to panic it is important that we are mindful that this allergy now exists in our 
community and to remember to be cautious whenever and however we can. 
 
If you intend to share any food items with classmates, please check with your child/children’s class teacher or the front 
office to double check that it is safe.  The standard cupcakes, icy poles, etc. are perfectly fine and we continue to 
encourage these celebrations to be shared with friends. 



 

 

 

Religious Life of the School 
 
The Religious Education at St Brendan’s defines our purpose as a Catholic school. As a part of the 
Catholic Church a Catholic school seeks to help families in forming a child’s spirituality so that they may 
see and react to the world in a way the Jesus’ might. 
 
At school we have 2.5 hrs of Religion lessons in class each week, prayer times, prayer assemblies, 
celebrate the feast days of St Brendan and, our foundress, St Mary of the Cross (MacKillop) and we 
attend mass once a month with Fr Dan, our parish priest of the Moorooka Salisbury parish. Why do we 
want our children to engage in this extra learning and rituals? Perhaps, because in some mysterious 
ways, God has opened our eyes and we want to share our inner feelings with our children. 
 
This term, from the different levels of the RE curriculum, our classes will be learning about what God 
wants for us. The younger classes are talking about getting along while the older classes are learning 
about being responsible for our actions as individuals and stewards of our planet who should do good 
things for others and not look for rewards.  
 
At the end of this term we will stop and reflect on the Catholic Easter tradition in prayer, song and 
action. We hope you will join us any time we gather to celebrate. 
 
This Friday the 2nd February will be our Opening Assembly with Fr Dan at 9am at school. Our Year 6’s will 
receive their badges. I hope you can join us then. 
 
May God bless you and your families. 
 
Brendan Gerrard 

A reminder, to all parents and carers, of the importance of making contact with the school in the event of a child’s 
absence from school.  This can be done by phoning the front office (Ph: 3275 2081) or by writing a note to your class 
teacher.  Thank you in advance for your co-operation on this matter. 
 
This Friday February 2 our community will gather to officially open our school year. A liturgy will be led by our Senior 
(Year 6) students and a special ceremony will take place after the liturgy where the Year 6 students will receive their 
Senior Badges for 2018.  This special liturgy will be held in our newly renovated courtyard area. 
 
I am excited about gathering as a school to celebrate the liturgy for the first time this year and I’m really looking 
forward to seeing as many of our school community members as possible. All are welcome – please come and 
celebrate with us! 
 
Planning for the 2018 St Brendan’s Community Bash has commenced and I have enclosed the 
first newsletter article for the year with this newsletter.  Please take the time to read through 
this information at your earliest convenience. 
 
We always pray for our loving and compassionate God to walk with the St Brendan’s School community in our joys 
and sorrows.  We pray for all families who require that extra special guidance at this time.  
 
I pray that you all have a terrific week. May God’s blessings be with you and your families today and always! 
 
Take care and God Bless always  
In Faith and Love 
Nicole Cole  
Principal 

2018 St Brendan’s 

Community Bash 

 

Sunday August 26 

9am – 3pm 



 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Thursdays 7.45 — 8.30am 

2.30 — 3.15pm      

FEBRUARY 
 

1   Ameliya Gibson 
5   Eric Kaniki 

 

For Your Information… 

 Grasshopper Soccer (Australia’ s Non-competitive 

Soccer Program) for girls and boys ages 2 to 12 years.  

Try it for free at the following state school  - Wishart 

Saturday 3rd February;  Sunday 4th February at Holland 

Park and Rochedale South.  Please call David to book 

your free place and to confirm times 1300 767 004 or 

0432 629 501. 

 Southside Eagles Football Sign on days 31st January 5.00

-7.30pm and 3rd & 4th February 9.00am-2.00pm at 

Memorial Park Bulimba.  All players to register online 

www.myfootballclub.com.au 

 St Thomas More College Visitors’ Day 2018  Tuesday 6th 

March—2 sessions at 9.15am and 4.15pm.  For more 

information and to register call 3323 4600; email 

enrolments@stmc.qld.edu.au 

Piano Lessons  
with Mrs Yolanda Apelt 
 
Piano lessons are available during school hours 
with Mrs Apelt on a Wednesday. Both 30min 
($30) and 20min ($20) lessons are being offered.  
 
If you are interested in 
having lessons for your 
child and wish to find out 
more details please email 
Mrs Apelt at yolandaapelt@optusnet.com.au or 
phone on 3343 4625. An Information Sheet and 
Registration Form can be obtained from the 
school office. 
 
Parents of new students need to fill in a 
Registration Form and return it to the Office 
before lessons can begin. 
 
Please read the important information for 
Parents on the Registration Form about payment 
of fees.  

PARISH 2018  
CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 
 

The Sacrament of Confirmation in this Parish will be 
held on the night of Friday 11 May 2018.  Any child 
who is a baptised Christian in Year 3 or in higher 
Primary School, is eligible to receive this Sacrament.   
 
Information Night for parents—7pm on Wednesday 
14th February at St Brendan’s Catholic Church.   
 
Confirmation forms are available on thevoyagers.org/
forms.  Please print out, complete, and bring with you 
on the night.   
 
Please call the Parish Office - Ph 3277 2520 - with any 
queries. 

mailto:yolandaapelt@optusnet.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 26 August 

9am to 3pm 
Update No. 1 

 
St Brendan’s traditionally holds is annual Fete on the last Sunday in August.   
 

The Fete is conducted by and is the major annual fundraising event of the Parents and Friends (P&F) 
Committee, supported actively by St Brendan’s School.  The P&F raises important funds to assist in the 
improvement of the school’s facilities and resources which supports the children in the daily learning. 
 

The 2018 St Brendan’s Fete will be held on Sunday 26 August 2018 in the school grounds between 9am and 
3pm. 
 

At the Fete, you will see rides and amusements; performances by students and other entertainment; various 
stalls and a variety of food and drinks will be available for purchase.  The Fete also conducts a multi-draw raffle 
and silent auction.   The money raised by the stalls, multi-draw raffle and silent auction goes directly to the 
P&F, who then uses the money for projects around the school.  There are some vendors (coffee, ice cream 
vans for example) who pay a fee to the P&F to sell their products at the Fete.  The P&F pays for the rides and 
amusements and the tickets sales then comes back to the P&F to offset that cost.  Money spent by people at 
the Fete comes back to the P&F in some way or part thereof.  
 

The Fete relies heavily on volunteers to help organise and conduct it, as well as the generosity of donations 
and sponsorships from parents and the local business community. 
 

The Fete is about community, building school spirit and holding a great event for the school kids, while raising 
much needed funds for the school. 
 

Planning for the 2018 Fete has commenced with an initial meeting held on Tuesday 31 October 2017.  It has 
been decided that the Fete will again be known as the St Brendan’s Community Bash.  Other things discussed 
includes what the rides and amusements will be, which stalls we will hold and the entertainment program.  We 
are also hoping to implement a sponsorship program (Gold, Silver and Bronze sponsors). 
 

The pre-fete working bee has been scheduled for Sunday 19 August from 9am to 1pm and fete set-up day is 
Saturday 25 August from 8am.  Please note your diaries.  
 

Updates about the progress of the Fete will appear in school newsletters throughout 2018 in the lead up to the 
Community Bash on Sunday 26 August. 
 

Have a think about what contribution you can make to the 2018 St Brendan’s Community Bash.  You can 
donate goods or items to sell on a stall or there are many other ways you can volunteer to make the 2018 St 
Brendan’s Community Bash a great success.  Volunteers are needed for roles right across the whole event.  
We are particularly looking for anyone to volunteer to do the face painting.  If you can do face painting, please 
let the school office know.  Until the next update. 



 

 

Year 5/6 explored 

botanical drawing 

today.  Everyone 

enjoyed looking 

carefully at the lines, 

shapes and patterns.  

The results were really 

effective and great 

success was had by all. 


