
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

 
Wow, what a busy start to the year we have had. It is hard to believe that it is already Week 4 of 
the term. The school year is well and truly up and running and all students have settled into the 
routines of daily school life brilliantly.  Classroom teachers are in the final stage of finalising their 
Term 1 curriculum planning and I know that there are rich learning opportunities on the horizon 
for all our students. 
 
This morning we all attended the Ash Wednesday mass in our church. 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of a very important season in 

the church’s liturgical calendar. Lent is a time when we all take the 
time to reflect and renew our commitment to God and a time for 

spiritual renewal in the lead up to Easter. 
 

All children participated with reverence and respect during our mass— I was a very proud 

Principal   
 

While attending mass in my own Parish last weekend a reflection in our newsletter struck a 
chord with me and I felt it was important to share it with you all:  
 

Sometimes in Lent the emphasis is too rigorously placed on the observable actions of almsgiving, 
prayer and fasting. Whilst these actions are important, it is actually the purpose behind these 
actions that is more important than the actions themselves: focusing our attention on our 

relationship with God. Almsgiving, prayer and fasting help us take the focus off ourselves and 
turn our focus to God.  
 

The tradition of marking the forehead with ash on Ash Wednesday can be traced back to the 
ancient Jewish action of dusting oneself with ash as a sign of repentance and mourning for 
wrongful actions. It was a public declaration of the acknowledgement of the wrong and the 
commitment to turn one’s life around and try not to make the same mistake again. It still remains 

a public declaration that during the period of Lent those who wear the cross of ash are going to 
attempt to turn around their lives and re-focus themselves more fully on God.  
By Greg Sunter 
 

P&F Meeting – Postponed – Emergency Meeting called: 
 
Unfortunately, we were unable to proceed with our P&F Meeting due to low numbers of 
attendance.  As a result, we need to call an emergency meeting so that the 2018 P&F Budget, 
Harmony Night preparations and other important agendas items need to be approved. The 

details of this emergency meeting are below: 
 

 P&F Emergency Meeting – this Friday at 8.30am in the staffroom 
 

I look forward to seeing as many parents at this meeting as possible.  Thank you in advance for 
your consideration of this request. 
 

Harmony Night 2018 
 

Our annual Harmony Night celebrations are fast 
approaching and are scheduled for Friday March 2 from 
6.00 – 8.00pm.  This is an incredibly rich and heart-
warming tradition held here at St Brendan’s.  
 

Please see the flyer attached to today’s newsletter for 
further details of what is planned for Harmony Night.  
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Professional learning for all staff continues to be a high priority for all professionals here at St Brendan ’s. There are many very 

important ongoing commitments to professional learning currently in action.  These include: 
 

 I re-start my participation in the Leading with Integrity for Excellence program tomorrow afternoon from 3.30 – 4.30pm.  
This is a program I commenced in the second half of 2017 but with my dad’s illness and his subsequent passing I was forced 
to withdraw. This professional learning is compulsory for all Principals to attend and therefore, my new registration in a new 
cohort begins this week.  There will be a number of days that I have to attend in the coming months.  

 Mr Gerrard, Mrs Williams and I will be working on our new 5 Year Strategic Plan next Tuesday 20 February – we will be 
seeking consultation from all community members on this work before it needs to be finalized for BCE on March 30.  

 Mr Gerrard, Mrs Williams and I will attend our annual leadership cluster next Thursday and Friday (ie. February 22 & 23) – 

this is a time where all leadership team members from all schools in Cluster Area 3 gather for some strategic and worthwhile 
professional learning and planning time.  

 I will attend the first compulsory Leadership Forum on Monday February 26 – this is a compulsory day for all Principals in the 
Archdiocese to gather and meet with Ms Pam Betts (Executive Director of Brisbane Catholic Education) and Area 
Supervisors. 

 All teachers will be engaged in annual goal setting meetings with Mrs Cath Grealy – Coaching Consultant on Wednesday 28 
February. 

 Mrs Williams has been instrumental in leading the planning (with her PLL colleagues) for our first round of MAC 
Collaborative days being held on Thursday and Friday March 1 and 2.  All teachers from all three schools (ie. St Brendan ’s 
School – Moorooka, Mary Immaculate School – Annerley & St James’ School – Coorparoo) will be in attendance on these 
days. 

 Ms Nicholson and Mrs Emmerson will attend the Big Arts Professional Learning day on Monday 26 March.  
 

This is just a snapshot of the professional learning available to and prioritised by the staff of St Brendan ’s Primary School.  I trust 
that this snapshot is evidence of our commitment to the lifelong learning process and our commitment to continuing to provide  
quality teaching and learning at St Brendan’s Primary School. 
 

2018 St Brendan’s Community Bash – Update No. 2 
 

Please find attached with this newsletter the next update on planning for this year’s Community Bash to be held on Sunday August 
26.  
 

Thank you to Patrick Shine (Lachlan – Yr 4/5 and Isabella – Yr 3) for the time it takes for him to put these updates together.  You will 
notice there is lots of information in this update in particular, a request for volunteers of the stalls that make this event the success 
that it is. 
 

It is important to note, that if you were a convenor on a stall last year and/or had a specific job that you really enjoyed and would 
like to do that same job again, please let myself or Patrick know as a matter of urgency.   
 

We don’t want to look for a convenor or a person to do a specific job if there is someone who is already willing and able to.  
 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and your prompt attention to it.  
 
 

I read this prayer recently and felt it touch my heart – I wanted to share it with you praying that it does the same: 
 

God of love, you lead us on life’s journey. 
As we gather here in Your name, 

Open our minds to hear Your voice, 
Open our hands to do Your work, 

And open our hearts to hold Your Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

I pray that you all have a terrific week. 
 

May God’s blessings be with you and your families today and always!  
 

Take care and God bless always 
In Faith and Love 

Nicole Cole   
Principal 



 

 

 

Religious Education 
 
A big thankyou to everyone who supported our free 

dress day yesterday. We raised over $40 for Project 

Compassion through this one action alone. We also 

hope to run a cake stall on St Patrick’s Day and an 

Easter Raffle at the end of term to support those 

who take care of some of world’s most vulnerable 

people. Archbishop Mark has also called adults to a 

personal action of fasting between Ash Wednesday 

and Friday to stand in solidarity with the victims of 

abuse from members of the Church. Perhaps this is a 

great way to begin our inner Lenten journey.  

I’d like to thank the children for participating so well 

in such hot conditions in today’s mass. I know as a 

child I rarely sat still in mass, and today all the 

children did very well. I would have been outside 

with my dad – I’m sure! I hope the pancakes 

yesterday were a bit of a treat for them and thank 

you to Ms Nawal and the Seniors for cooking them.  

Project Compassion 

begins today and we 

ask the classes to try and fill the small box in their 

room with coins from home for the missions. 

Perhaps the children might be able to do small jobs 

to earn a coin to bring in for the missions? Project 

compassion continues all throughout the Lenten 

season. 

Confirmation Classes start Tonight (Feb 14th) If you 

would like your child to participate in classes to be 

able to receive the sacrament of Confirmation – 

please come to St Brendan’s Church tonight at 7pm. 

If you can’t make it then you will need to postpone 

your enrolment until next year. But dad’s, this is not 

an excuse to forget St Valentine’s Day. 

Thanks for reading and have a great week. 

Brendan 



 

 

PREP:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Betel Bogale 

The Prep class has settled in well this year. We have been learning lots of 

new things about being at school. We have learned some rules like being 

safe, being kind and sharing. We have learned lots of new routines as well, 

like eating our sandwich at first break, we do choice jobs and have to jobs 

in learning time. We have also made new friends. What a great start to our 

schooling!  

 

YEAR 1:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Amir Noori 
Year 1 has started the year off spectacularly!  In R.E., they are finding out about how God was always 

with the people of the Old Testament.  They have learnt about how God spoke to Moses through a 

burning bush.  In English, Year 1 has been focusing on writing sentences correctly.  Did you know that a 

simple sentence includes someone or something and an action that happened.  Year 1 is becoming 

experts at writing simple sentences.  In Maths, Year 1 has been revising numbers to 20 and thinking 

about how teen numbers are made up of a ten and ones.  In Science, Year 1 is learning about liquids, 

solids and gases and how things can change.  They made jelly and observed how the liquid became a 

delicious solid.  Year 1 loved going swimming last week.  They can’t wait to go again on Friday and cool 

down after a hot week. 

 

YEAR 2:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Lily Higgins 
In Year 2 we have had a busy and exciting start to the term! We have read a range books to help set our 

mindset for the year. How to be a Bucket Filler by Carol McCloud has been a tool for discussion in Year 

2 to help us to think about what we can do to help others but also what we are doing to help ourselves. 

We have also learnt some facts and expanded our vocabularies while reading My Fantastic Elastic Brain 

by JoAnn Deak. Do you know what your Amygdala does? Year 2 do! This week we are moving onto fairy 

tales and literature with interesting characters but will always come back to these two great books 

throughout the year to remind us about what amazing learners we are and can be!  

 

YEAR 3:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Sam Coad 
Year 3 has made a great start to 2018. Our growth mindset helps us have a go at work we find hard. We 

spent time on the new boat in the courtyard to discuss where we find God. God's World is full of 

harmony and beauty. In Maths we are classifying numbers as odd or even in our sums. Moorooka has 

changed a lot since 1884. We will compare changes in transport, houses and the suburb between then 

and now. Australia has 6 states and 2 territories. Each one has both natural and human made landmarks 

that are unique.    

 

YEAR 4/5:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Winnie Acot 
The Year 4/5 class have decided that they would like to be known as the All Stars. We welcomed 2 new 

students to our class – Angus and Sorcha. We hope they enjoy making new friends and learning at St 

Brendan's.  In Religion, we are looking at the story of Moses and the 10 commandments. The students 

are learning about the structure and features of narrative texts and have written an orientation for their 

own narrative story. In Maths, the students are learning to read, write and order numbers up to at least 5 

digits. They have also investigated the properties of odd and even numbers. The students have 

researched to find out about the size of the planets in our solar system. 

 

YEAR 5/6:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Chas Bruce 
We wish to welcome everyone back to school and hope everyone had a good holiday.  This week we 

welcomed two new students to our class, Kaleb and Jake. We hope they will enjoy learning at St 

Brendan’s and have fun making new friends.  Our Year 6s received their Senior Badges last Friday and 

we hope they will be good examples to our younger classes.  In Religion, we have begun lots of work in 

learning about the 10 Commandments and will soon move on to learn about Jesus’ new commandment.  

In English, we are learning about narrative writing, and examining features of good narratives.  In 

Maths, we are developing our knowledge and skills in working with numbers and angles.  In HaSS, we 

are learning about traditional living ways of Aboriginal people and how some things have changed and 

stayed the same for them.  We are looking forward to a good year together. 



 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Thursdays 7.45am — 8.30am 

2.30pm — 3.15pm      

FEBRUARY 
 

14   Jessica James 
15   Chelsy Jones 

18   Praneel Sood 
19   Grace Mugisha 

For Your Information… 

 St Thomas More College Visitors’ Day 2018  Tuesday 6th March—2 sessions at 9.15am and 4.15pm.  For more 

information and to register call 3323 4600; email enrolments@stmc.qld.edu.au 

 Holland Park High Open Morning Tour 23rd February 9.15-10.30am or Twilight Tour Tuesday 6 March 5.00-

6.30pm.   For more details phone 3347 0111. 

 Our Lady’s College Annerley  -  Book your place on a College Tour 8am on the first Friday of each month 

(during term time).  Call 3426 8009 to register.  Next tour date 2nd March.  Open Day  Saturday 19th May 

10.00am-1.00pm. 

 Australian Girls Choir is holding free trial classes in February for girls from Prep to Year 2. If you would like 

more information please contact 1800 338 142. 

 Brigidine College Open Morning — Monday 5 or Tuesday 6 March 9.30-10.30am.  Phone 3870 7225 to book or 

go to www.brigidine.qld.edu.au for more information. 

 Come and Try Girl Guides Saturday 3 March at Brittain Park, Troughton Road Coopers Plains from 10.00am-

2.00pm  - FREE.  Contact southerncross@guidesqld.org for more information. 

PARISH 2018  
CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 
 

The Sacrament of Confirmation in this Parish will be 
held on the night of Friday 11 May 2018.  Any child 
who is a baptised Christian in Year 3 or in higher 
Primary School, is eligible to receive this Sacrament.   
 

Information Night for parents—7pm on Wednesday 
14th February at St Brendan’s Catholic Church.   
 

Confirmation forms are available 
on thevoyagers.org/forms  Please print out, 
complete, and bring with you on the night.   
 

Please call the Parish Office - Ph 3277 2520 - with any 
queries. 

Twitter 

@StBrendan’s_4105 

Facebook 

St Brendan’s Catholic Primary School 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 26 August 

  9am to 3pm 
Update No. 2 

 
The success of the St Brendan’s Community Bash is heavily reliant on volunteers to help plan and organise the event.  
 
Volunteers are needed to fill a number of important roles across the Community Bash.  Some people have already 
volunteered to be a stall convenor, but more are needed.    It is intended that the Community Bash will have the 
following stalls:- 
 

    Café / BBQ   Jams 
    African Food  Plants 
    Multi-draw raffle  Fruit and vegetables 
    Silent auction  Arts and crafts 
    Sideshow Alley  Pre-loved goods (Trash and Treasure) 
    Books    Rides ticket booth 
    Cakes    Face painting 
    Sweets 

 
We will also need a volunteer to be the Site Manager on Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 August to oversee the setup, 
conducting and clean-up after the event and a volunteer Stage Manager / Announcer for the entertainment stage.  The 
Stage Manager / Announcer is for the entertainment program that will be held on the school oval.  This is a separate 
role from the Event Emcee. 
 
If you love our school and are interested in volunteering to be a stall convenor, site manager or stage manager/
announcer, please contact Patrick Shine via email at Patrickjshine@yahoo.com.au  by the end of Term 1 (Thursday 29 
March 2018).   
 
A site manager and a stage manager/announcer are essential for the running of the Community Bash, so a volunteer for 
these roles is required.  A “tap on the shoulder” may be required if no one volunteers. 
 
Any of the stalls as outlined above that are without a convenor confirmed by the beginning of term 2 will not be 
included in the 2018 Community Bash.  If there is no volunteer to conduct the face painting, then this will either not be 
available at the Community Bash, or a private provider will be sourced, which is a considerable overhead cost to the 
Community Bash. 
 
There will be a planning meeting to be held at 6:30pm on Wednesday 28 February 2018 at a venue to be determined.  
Everyone is welcome to attend that meeting, even if to find out more about the Community Bash.  
 
Other volunteers to help the stall convenors will be needed on the set up day and Community Bash day as well, but 
more about that in future updates. 
 
Thank you in anticipation of your support for the 2018 St Brendan’s Community Bash.  More updates to follow. 

mailto:Patrickjshine@yahoo.com.au


 

 

 


