
 

 

 

 

 

February 
25 Vision Screening for Prep 

students;    
 Parent Information Evening 

(3.15-4.00pm) in your child’s 
classroom 

 

March 
6 Ash Wednesday (9.30am) 

Combined Mass with St Pius 
X School at St Brendan’s 
Church 

8 Harmony Night 
12 1,2,3 Magic Parenting Couse 

commences 
19 1,2,3 Magic Parenting Course 
22 Yr 5/6 Sacrament of Penance 

with Fr Dan 
26 1,2,3 Magic Parenting Course 

 
April 
5 Last day of Term 1;   Whole 

school Mass (9.00am)  
23 First Day of Term 2 

 
 

17 Hawtree Street, Moorooka 

Phone: 3275 2081 Fax: 3216 7873 

pmoorooka@bne.catholic.edu.au   

www.stbrendansmoorooka.qld.edu.au 

PRINCIPAL 

Nicole Cole 

PARISH PRIEST 

Fr Dan Redhead 

20 February 2019 

4 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Congratulations to Mr Nash and his new wife 
Naomi who celebrated a very special day 
together with family and friends, last 
Saturday.  
 
I know that the whole St Brendan’s School 
community join with me in wishing Mr Nash 
and Naomi a long and happy marriage.  May 
God’s blessings be with you both as you 
share your lives together. 

 

‘Show the Love for Townsville’ Fundraiser 
 

A HUGE congratulations and thank you to all the families who 
supported this important fundraiser.  I was thrilled to hear 
that we raised over $500 to support our friends and 
colleagues in the Townsville Diocese. 
 
This is an amazing effort considering that we only have 65 
families in our school.  The generosity, care and compassion 
shown by all members of the St Brendan’s School community 
is an inspiration.  

 

St Brendan’s Stay & Play Wednesday 
 
I have just returned from spending some time with our first St 
Brendan’s Stay & Play Wednesday attendees.  I am excited to 
announce that we had six little people with their mums join 
us for the morning.  What an exciting opportunity this is for 
our families to come together with their younger ones and 
play and learn together. 
 
We look forward to seeing many more children and their parents join this group and look 
forward to welcoming families that are not already part of the St Brendan’s School 
community. 
 
Thanks again to Mrs Buchanan and Sr Denise for the warm and friendly welcome they 
provide to our guests each week. 
 
I encourage all of our families to spread the word and let everyone know that ‘Everyone 
Belongs’ and everyone is welcome. 
 

Parent Information Session 
 
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, next Monday February 25 we trial a new parent 
information session format. The details for this information afternoon are as follows: 



 

 

 

 

 
 
  Date:  Monday 25 February 
  Time:  3.15 – 4.00pm 
  Venue: St Brendan’s Primary School – your child’s classrooms 
 
Supervision and afternoon tea provided for all school-aged children. 
 

New Parent Portal Launch 
 
St Brendan’s Moorooka is excited to announce the upcoming launch of a new web portal for 
our parent community. Access will be restricted to parents of students at our school and a 
logon will be required.  
 
The Parent Portal will enable easier access to information about happenings in the school, 
forms that need to be returned, names and contact details for staff, policy information and 
much more.  
 
We will be making increasing use of the Parent Portal to provide a range of information to 
parents in the future. 
 
Please find attached with this week’s newsletter a ‘Getting Started’ brochure that will help 
all families gain access to the Parent Portal and the BCE Connect APP.  
 
During our parent information session on Monday afternoon, all class teachers will have a 
hard copy version of this brochure for you and will be able to answer any questions you have 
about the portal. 
 
We will also be offering ‘drop in’ mornings and afternoons for any families who require 
assistance in getting this access set up on their smart phones or alternatively on laptops or 
home computers. 
 
As mentioned above, this is our new form of communicating with families.  Our aim is to be 
mostly paperless by the end of Term 2, 2019.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harmony Night – Friday 8 March  
  
Our 2019 Harmony Night celebrations are fast approaching with Friday March 8 being the date set 
aside for this special celebration.   
 
This event is a wonderful experience of community and a very special part of the St Brendan’s School family traditions.  
The courtyard area is transformed into a magical party place and the evening begins at 6.00pm and concludes at 8.00pm.  
 
Please refer to the information flyer that will come home in the coming days and a call for volunteers to complete jobs 
that need to be done to make this very special night happen. 
 



 

 

Please contact Sarah Boase (Lincoln – Year 2) or the front office to volunteer to help make this night another special event 
in our school calendar. 
 

Leadership Cluster – Thursday February 21 and Friday February 22 
 
Mrs Quincey, Mrs Williams and I are attending our Leadership Cluster over the next two days.  This is a time we gather 
with our colleagues from other schools in our cluster and personnel from Brisbane Catholic Education to review the 
school’s strategic renewal plan and make plans for the future of our great school.  We will prioritise familiarizing ourselves 
with finalizing our goals for 2019 and reviewing the achievements of 2018.  As soon as this work is complete, an outline of 
our 2018 achievements and our 2019 goals will be sent home for your information. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Eichperger and all the staff for agreeing to ‘watch over our children’ during our absence. 
 
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, I will attend the Leadership Forum at the Brisbane Convention Centre on Monday 
February 25 – this is a compulsory day of professional learning for Principals led by Ms Pam Betts – Executive Director, 
Brisbane Catholic Education.  Thank you to Mrs Quincey for taking care of things in the office while I am attending this 
forum. 
 
I pray that you all have a terrific week. May God’s blessings be with you and your families today and always! 
 
Take care and God bless always 
In Faith and Love 

Congratulations and thanks to those who ordered 

from Issue 1 of the Scholastic Book Club.  

Issue 1 brochure was distributed to the oldest child in the family last 

week, with orders been submitted yesterday. Books ordered will arrive at 

the school in 1-2 weeks and will be given to the child to take home. 

Scholastic Book Club offers a way for families to buy children’s books with 

brochures sent home about 8 times per year. Parents can order directly 

online or send in paper orders with payment to the school office.   

With each book club order the school earns vouchers to purchase books.  

To order: 

Fill in the order form in the brochure. 

Pay by cash, cheque or credit card (on line or by phone).   

Put order form and payment/payment receipt in an envelope and submit to the school office. 

OR   

Order online using LOOP - Scholastic Book Club’s Linked Online Ordering & Payment platform for 

Parents. 

Log-in to www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP and order by the close date.   
Books will be delivered to your child’s school.  
You don’t return paper order forms or payment receipt details to your school. 
 

Any queries regarding Book Club, please contact Peta Shine (parent of Isabella - Year 4) via the school 

office. 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP


 

 

Religious Education 
 

Parent Information Afternoon & Play 

Next Monday at 3:15pm we will be hosting our Parent Information Afternoon. Your children will have afternoon tea 
provided and be supervised whilst your teacher discusses the important teaching and learning for 2019. This is an 
occasion to meet your child’s classroom teacher and become more familiar with school/classroom expectations for 
the year ahead. On this day parents will also be given a handout which includes information about our new Parent 
Portal and the BCE Connect APP containing all school information.  

Townsville Fundraiser 

A heartfelt thank you to all of the wonderful families who supported our ‘Show the Love for Townsville’ fundraiser last 
week. We raised over $500 and the money was donated to families in need, doing it tough in the clean -up and 
recovery, after the floods. We are so proud of our generous community. 

Gardening Club 

Twice a week the students from Years 2-6 are invited to be part of gardening club. Some of the skills learnt in 
gardening club are mulching, watering, weeding, harvesting produce and caring for Gods creations (chickens & 
vegetables/herbs). This week, Mrs Nicholson held a cooking lesson with Grade Three - using the basil from the 
garden to create pesto and serving it with cooked pasta for the students and teachers to enjoy. It was delicious! Well 
done Year Three! 

Sushi Tuckshop 

St Brendan’s is offering ‘Sushi’ tuckshop starting Term Two every fortnight. To purchase sushi on 
‘Sushi Wednesday’ download the QKR! App and wait for instructions later in the term on how to 
connect with our school and place an order. 

Canberra Fundraiser 

Next Thursday our Year 6/5 students will hold a lolly and bake stall to raise money for our Canberra trip in August. 
Please send a gold coin to purchase a treat for your child and support the Year 6 students. 

Date Claimer - Ash Wednesday Mass 

St Brendan’s and St Pius X will hold their annual Ash Wednesday Mass at St Brendan’s Church at 
9:30am on the 6th March. You are very welcome to attend. The Year 3-6 students from St Pius will join 
our students for lunch and a play afterwards.  

Prayer of the Week 

God of all blessings, 
source of all life, 
giver of all grace: 
 
We thank you for setting us in communities: 
for families who nurture our becoming, 
for friends who love us by choice, 
for companions at work, 
who share our burdens and daily tasks, 
for strangers who welcome us into their midst, 
for people from other lands who call us to grow in understanding, 
for children who lighten our moments with delight, 
for the unborn, who offer us hope for the future.  
 
For these, and all blessings, 
we give you thanks, eternal, loving God, 
through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 

Mel Quincey  (APRE) 



 

 

 

PREP:   STAR  STUDENT  -   Beau Higgins   
In Prep, we have been working on learning how to behave 

at school. We have learned that at school we need to be 

safe, kind and share. We know our routines now and we 

are growing our independence with packing our bags and 

carrying our own things.  In English, we have been 

learning the letters F and L and the long sounds they make. 

We have made some fish and lions crafts to help develop 

our finger muscles.  

 

YEAR 1:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Kraile Dizon   
Year 1 has had a great start to the year!  They have been reading picture books that explore 

emotions and have done lots of writing about what makes them feel different ways!  They have 

loved reading Too Loud Lily and decorated their own names to make them look loud.  They 

also stomped and crashed and banged very loudly, just like Lily did in the story!  In Maths, 

Year 1 has been revising numbers to 20, especially the teen numbers.  They made paper 

chains to represent the numbers from 10 to 19.  Year 1 has also been examining 2D 

shapes.  They have discussed the number of sides and corners of the shapes.  In R.E., Year 1 

has read the book ‘You are Special’ and thought about how God has made each one of us and 

that we are all special. 

YEAR 2:   STAR  STUDENT  -   Monyon Akot  
The first few weeks in Year 2 have been busy and productive! In Maths, we have been focusing 

on recognizing odd and even numbers as well as representing data on tables and graphs.  Did 

you know that in Year 2 we have more people with brown eyes than any other colour! In 

Literacy, we have been exploring the story of Possum Magic and writing descriptive sentences. 

In Health, we have been exploring kindness and what that means through actions and words.  

YEAR 3:   STAR  STUDENT  -   Finn Adkinson  
The Rockstars have begun their year finding God’s World in our school’s ground. Harmony 

exists in our animals and plants. In English, we have created interesting writing by using 

describing words. We are also exploring literal and inferred meaning. God’s World can be 

broken into Living and Non-living things (Science) and landmarks, either natural or human 

made (Geography). How did you celebrate Australia Day? We are looking at why and how 

Australians celebrate national days.   

YEAR 4/5:   STAR  STUDENT  -   Isabella Shine  
The Year 4 students have been learning about the text structure and language features of 

personal recounts. They will be writing their own personal recount next week.  In Maths, the 

students have investigated the properties of odd and even when using the four operations and 

how this to check the accuracy of calculations. They are also learning to interpret information 

contained in maps. In Science, the Year 4 students have started discussing natural and 

processed materials. They thoroughly enjoyed investigating the properties of wool to find that 

wool is a very good material for making clothes because it keeps us warm and doesn’t absorb 

water. 

YEAR 5/6:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Niccola Gonzales    
This week our Senior leaders were exploring metaphors and similes in Literacy. They learnt 

the difference between the two types of grammar and how to use them effectively to enhance 

their written narrative work. In Mathematics, our students have been exploring division and 

multiplication algorithms. Health has been a lot of fun as we are identifying how our identities 

are different and what makes each of us special.  



 

 

 

February 
 

13 Danarthan Suthakaran 
15 Chelsy Jones 

19   Grace Mugisha 

YEAR  3 

  PICKING BASIL FOR PESTO           DRAWING BASIL                EATING PESTO!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Brendan’s students have been celebrating the love to be found in the library. They have been telling 

stories using puppets, recording the names of their favourite books, authors & illustrators as well as 

creating beautiful hearts. SO MUCH LOVE! 

Also, a reminder to parents and students that they are again able to access both World Book 

Encyclopedia and Storybox both at school and at home. 

Please contact your child/children’s teacher for the log in details. 



 

 

 

 

It is with much excitement that we invite current families and new 
families to our very own ‘Stay & Play Wednesday’. This will operate 
every Wednesday from 8:40 – 10:30 am in the Music classroom. The 
children will enjoy a variety of activities including craft, play, music 
and some outdoor fun. 
 
Parents are required to attend ‘Stay & Play Wednesday’ with their 
child/children for the duration.  St Brendan’s ‘Stay & Play Wednesday’ 
is open to all babies, toddlers and Pre-Prep children.  
 
There is no cost to attend ‘Stay & Play Wednesday’. We are excited 
and looking forward to engaging with your child/children in a supportive 
and fun play based environment.  
 
Please remember to apply sunscreen to your child, bring a hat, a water 
bottle and a healthy snack.



 

 

 

When:  Every Wednesday morning 
Where: Staffroom 

Time:  8:40am (after the morning bell) 

 
Please join Sister Denise for a cuppa, some cake and a chat.                                          



 

 

 



 

 

For Your Information: 

St Thomas More College – Cnr 
Troughton Road & Turton 
Street Sunnybank. 

 Visitors’ Day 12 March 
Session 1 – 9:15am and 
Session 2 – 4:15pm 

St Thomas More College is hosting a visitors’ 
day on Tuesday 12 March where families are 
invited to attend the 9:15 or 4:15 session. 
Visitors’ days provide families with the 
opportunity to meet our Principal, Mr Les 
Conroy, staff and students, as well as tour 
College facilities. 

We are accepting enrolment applications for 
students currently in Years 5 & 4.  

To register please contact the College 
Administration Office: 3323 4600 or email                     
enrolments@stmc.qld.edu.au  

mailto:enrolments@stmc.qld.edu.au


 

 

February  2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

    1 2 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

5 

PE 

 

6 

ART 

 

 

 

7 

MUSIC/DRAMA 

 

8 

WHOLE SCHOOL 
MASS  9am 

 

Swimming 

Lessons  start 

9 

 

 

10 11 

 

 

Senior Leaders 

Assembly 

2.30pm 

12 

PE 

13 

ART 

Sacramental 
Parent Info 

Night 7pm at St 
Pius X  Church 

Salisbury 

14 

MUSIC/DRAMA 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

Enrolment of 
Sacrament of 

Penance 
Candidates 9am 

St Pius X Church 
Salisbury 

18 

 

19 

PE 

 

 

20 

ART 

 

 

21 

MUSIC/DRAMA 

 

 

22 

Fr Dan visiting 

Prep 9.45am 

23 

 

 

24 

 

 

25 

Prep Vision 

Screening 

PARENT 
INFORMATION 

EVENING   
3.15-4.00pm  

in your child’s 
classroom 

26 

PE 

 

 

27 

ART 

Sacrament of 
Penance lesson 

3.30pm at St Pius X 
Church Salisbury 

 

28 

MUSIC/DRAMA 

  



 

 

March 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 

 

 

 

    1 

NO  

SWIMMING 

2 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

5 

PE 

 

 

 

SHROVE 

TUESDAY 

6 

ART 
ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 
 

Sacrament of 
Penance lesson 

3.30pm at St Pius X 
Church Salisbury 

 

7 

MUSIC/DRAMA 

8 

 

 

 

HARMONY 

NIGHT 

9 

 

 

10 11 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

PE 

 

1, 2, 3 Magic 

Parenting Course 

(9.00-11.00am) 

13 

ART 
 

 
 

Sacrament of 
Penance lesson 

3.30pm at St Pius X 
Church Salisbury 

14 

MUSIC/DRAMA 

15 

 
 

 
 
 

Fr Dan visiting 
Yr 1 9.45am 

16 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

18 

 

19 

PE 

 

1, 2, 3 Magic 

Parenting Course 

(9.00-11.00am) 

 

20 

ART 
 

 

21 

MUSIC/DRAMA 

 

 

22 

NO  

SWIMMING 

Yr 5/6 
Sacrament of 

Penance with Fr 
Dan 9.45am 

23 

 

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

 

26 

PE 
 
 
 
 

1, 2, 3 Magic 

Parenting Course 

(9.00-11.00am) 

27 

ART 

28 

MUSIC/DRAMA 

 

 

 

29 

 

30 



 

 



 

 


