
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Last week, we as a staff celebrated the exciting news of Miss 
Benson’s engagement. Miss Benson and her fiancé, Ash will be 
married later this year.  They became engaged during the 
Christmas holidays and I deliberately waited until the staff had 
the opportunity to commemorate this wonderful news before 
making this announcement.   
 
Congratulations to Miss Benson and we hope that the coming months in planning this 
incredibly special time in your life is lots of fun and special memories are created. 
 
Please know that our love and blessings are with you and Ash during this special time. 
 

This morning, we farewelled our Year 5 and 6 students and 
their teachers as they began their journey to Tallebudgera 
Recreation Centre – Gold Coast for their bi-annual camp.  
The children and staff were very excited and I know that 
they will all have a magnificent time. I look forward to 
joining them on Thursday.  
 
Thank you to Mr Gerrard and Mrs Champniss who have 
prepared the children so well to enjoy this wonderful 
experience and to Miss Meiklejohn who will also join the 
campers this year. 

 
I know that you will join with me in praying that our dear Lord watches over them as 
they travel to Tallebudgera, during their exciting activities and please return them to 
us safe and sound on Friday afternoon.  Have fun and God bless campers! 
 
St Brendan’s staff look forward to representatives from all families coming along to 
the school between now and the end of term for interviews with their child/
children’s class teacher.  These interviews provide all parents/carers with the 
opportunity to discuss your child/children’s progress so far this year.  
 
Interview request and option letters have been sent home with each child. Please 
return your preferences to your child/children’s class teacher as soon as possible. 
 
Volunteer’s Student Protection Training 
 
At St Brendan’s we value the contribution of all of our volunteers in making the 
school the amazing place that it is. In years gone by 
sessions have been run to provide student protection 
training for volunteers. In 2017, Brisbane Catholic 
Education introduced a new training platform where 
training occurs online through the BCE website. This 
process will continue in 2018 and beyond. 
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We ask that all volunteers complete this training, once complete a certificate will be generated and then a 
copy of the certificate can be printed and handed into the office or sent via email 
(pmoorooka@bne.catholic.edu.au). The online training link can be found in the ‘Quick Links’ section on our 
school website. 
 
If you have not been a volunteer at St Brendan’s before and are interested in joining this great team please 
do not hesitate to let the front office know.  We would love you to join our team and highly value the 
wonderful work that you do. 
 
Could you please notify us of the completion of this training by Thursday March 28 (the last day of Term 1)?  
Emailing your completion certificate and/or handing the certificate to Carmel, Deb or Jen at the front office 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank you in advance for support and following up on this training. 
 
St Brendan’s Community Bash – 2018 
 
Please find attached with this Newsletter Update No.4. Thanks again to Patrick Shine 
(Lachlan – Yr 4 and Isabella – Yr 3) for providing this information to the whole community. 
 
Please take note of the section about stall convenors and donations for the plant stall. 
 
Thank you in advance for whatever help you can provide in the months leading up to this 
special event on Sunday August 26. 

 
This Friday is National Day Against Bullying – due to the fact that our Year 5/6 students will 
be away on camp we will be commemorating this day during our last week of term – more 
information to follow about this next week. 
 

REMEMBER:  
 
If you have a child/children to start Prep next year we welcome your enrolment applications. Please note 
that enrolment interviews for 2019 Prep students will be held after the Easter holidays, in April/May. 
Children born 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014 (inclusive) are eligible for 2019 Prep enrolment. I look forward to 
meeting with all current families with younger siblings and welcoming a new group of families to St 
Brendan’s School. 
 
Thank you to those families who have settled the Term 1 school fee accounts.  Settlement of these accounts 
prior to the Easter holidays would be greatly appreciated.  If you are experiencing difficulty meeting your 
financial commitments, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to see me or see Mrs Jennifer Morris 
in the school office.   
 
As we continue on our Lenten journey we pray: 
 
 
  
 



 

 

PROJECT COMPASSION 
Fourth Week of Lent 

 
Evangeline is strengthening Aboriginal culture while making a living and creating 
opportunities for her community. Featured in Project Compassion during 2016, 
Evangeline went from seeking employment to being a Senior Artsworker and an 
inspirational leader for youth. Her work at the non-profit Djilpin Arts Aboriginal 
Corporation has supported the organisation’s growth and it is now a major employer for 
young people in the remote Northern Territory community. 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help provide employment and training 
for First Australians, allowing them to remain on country and keep their culture alive, 
essential for a just future. 
A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate through Project Compassion 
boxes/envelopes, visit www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 1800 024 413. 

 
 

God, heavenly Father, we ask You to allow us to continue on our Lenten journey 
with faith, love, hope and courage. 

Alert us to the presence of Your grace all around us. 
 
We always pray for our loving and compassionate God to walk with the St Brendan’s School community 
in our joys and sorrows.   
 
We pray for all families who require that extra special guidance at this time, 
especially Mrs Fiddy (Library Aide) who lost her beloved mum a couple of 
weeks ago.  Rest in peace Mrs Stuczyk, may you find peace in the loving 
arms of our dear Lord. 
 
I pray that you all have a terrific week. May God’s blessings be with you and your families today and 
always! 
 
Take care and God bless always 
In Faith and Love 

Nicole Cole   

Principal 

Some 
very  
excited 
campers 
before 
they left 
this 
morning!! 



 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Thursdays 7.45am — 8.30am 

2.30pm — 3.15pm      

MARCH 
 

11   Ruby Burnham 
12   Chas Bruce 

 

For Your Information… 

 Moorooka Auskick Registration Now Open 

Every Saturday until 14th April, 8.30am-9.30am.  

Cost $75.00.  Venue — Griffith Moorooka AFC, 

Alexander Park Cnr Currey Avenue and 

Beaudesert Road. All registered Auskick 

participants who are born in 2011, 2012 or 2013 

can register free for Junior Football in 2018 with 

the Griffith Moorooka Roosters.  To register 

online please email the club at 

griffithmoorookajuniors@aflbj.com or visit 

website  www.griffithmoorookaafc.com.au 

 

 

Religious Education 
 

HOLY WEEK PRAYERS  
In the last week of school the whole school will 
gather briefly on Monday (Prep-2) and 
Wednesday morning to reflect on the Passion of 
Jesus. Each class will present a short prayerful re-
enactment of the Easter story from 8:50am. I hope 
you can join us for these prayers on the days your 
child's class is presenting.  
  

EASTER RAFFLE  
Tickets are being sold each day by our Seniors. 50c / 
ticket or 3 for $1. All proceeds to CARITAS (Project 
Compassion). Please send donations to your class 
for the Easter prizes if you can help. Each donation 
gets a free raffle ticket into the draw.  
  

FINAL SCHOOL MASS FOR THE TERM  
Please note our final mass for the term will be in 
week 9, March 23rd,  due to the school being on 
holidays on Good Friday. We hope you join us then.  
  

ST PATRICK'S DAY CAKE STALL FOR CARITAS  
Once again our little cake stall raised much needed 
funds for the poorest of our world. Many thanks to 
those who supported this with baking, or eating, or 
both. Thanks also to the Seniors who did a great job 
selling.  
  

COINS FOR CARITAS   
Just a reminder that the Project Compassion boxes 
are still in classrooms and I hope are getting heavier. 
Again, a great opportunity in Lent for children to 
perhaps do a chore or 2 around the home and share 
their money with those who may need it more. It's a 
great way  to help them build their compassion.  
  
Thanks for reading  
Brendan  



 

 

PREP:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Kraile Dizon  
In Science, Prep has been learning about what different animals need 

to survive like food, water, shelter and air. In Religion, we have been 

working hard on making the sign of the cross and saying our morning 

prayer. In Maths, we are working on our number formation and 

matching different representations of number like the numeral and a 

picture. 

YEAR 1:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Ethan Praveen  
Literacy: This week we read 'Just Jack' and discussed the purpose of the text and looked at the text 

in terms of  the beginning, middle and end.  We are also continuing to enjoy our reading rotations 

with Year 2!  Maths: We are continuing to learn to  add small numbers together. We are also using 

our knowledge of graphing to gather information about our own class.  We constructed a graph to 

see what Year One's favourite fruit was and from the information gathered it 

was watermelon!  Health: We are learning what makes up a 'healthy lunchbox'.  It is one filled with 

lots of 'everyday' food choices like, fruit, salad sandwiches and cheese sticks!  Science: We are 

using our knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to determine what particular materials are made 

up of and how they can change.    
YEAR 2:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Ava McGiffin  
In Geography this term, Year 2 have been focusing on the concept of place and why a place can 

have significant features. A significant place for Year 2 is our classroom. When the new furniture 

arrived it provided us with an amazing opportunity to think about and design the best way for us to 

use our space and fit the furniture in it. Understanding our place within in the world as a part of the 

community within Brisbane, Queensland, Australia is our next learning goal for the term.   

YEAR 3:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Ali Sheriff  
The Rockstars of Year 3 are reading scripture from the Old and New Testaments. We can see where some 

rules for our school come from the bible. In Maths, we can identify and continue patterns using addition and 

subtraction. St Brendan's garden is the focus of our information report on living and non living things. In 

studying the states of Australia we are gathering information on landmarks and other key areas. This will 

assist us to create our own 'paper prototype website' to teach our classmates about Australia.   

YEAR 4/5:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Sahr Thomas  
The All Stars have been learning about how to write persuasive texts and have worked on writing 

their own persuasive text using the OREO structure. In Maths, they have been 

working on rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1 000 and using these numbers to estimate 

the result of calculations. The All Stars are enjoying learning about our solar system and are finding 

out about space probes and space exploration. 

YEAR 5/6:   STAR  STUDENT  -  Victoria Coad  
We'd like to thank everyone for supporting our St Patrick's Day Cake Stall fundraiser for CARITAS. 

We'd also like to congratulate the Seniors for running the cake stall during their lunch. In Religion, 

we are creating plans of action to help the poor based in Jesus' commandment of love (Jn 13) and 

the Beatitudes (Mt 5). In English, we are completing our work on persuasive texts and will use our 

skills for our HaSS assessment task to explain why Europeans came to Australia. In Maths, we're 

moving onto problem solving with whole numbers and understanding 2D shapes and 3D solids and 

their nets. In HaSS, we are understanding more about the causes and effects of 

secondary settlements in Australia. The causes fall under the themes of social (too many convicts), 

economic (money saving \making) and political (extending the empire of England). In Science and 

Technology we are continuing our work on the Solar System. We are so excited about camp and 

we'll bring some photos back to show when we get back. We promise we'll miss you while we're 

away. Have a great week everyone. We sure will – on camp!  



 

 

Sunday 26 August 

9am to 3pm 
Update No. 4 

 

A planning meeting was held on Wednesday 28 February with some great discussions and plans being formulated for 

the St Brendan’s Community Bash 2018.  A couple of key appointments were made:- 

 

 Stage Manager / Announcer will be Greg Embleton 

 Site Manager will be Simone Embleton, with assistance from Greg Embleton 

 
The meeting committed to holding the stalls as outlined in previous updates, however we need to have conveners 

locked in at the beginning of Term 2.   If there are no confirmed conveners for stalls, stalls will either be combined or 

they will not be held.  Some stall conveners have been confirmed, but if you are interested in being involved in the 

Community Bash as a stall convener, please let the school office know by the end of Term 1.  No prior experience is 

required.  If you are interested in being mentored with the view of being a stall convener at the 2019 fete, please let 

the school office know.  The list of stall conveners will be released as soon as they are finalised. 

 
The success of the Community Bash relies on the support of the school community.  Details of the items required will 

be outlined via updates in Term 2.  However, the plants stall needs to start growing plants in time for the event and 

needs lots of pots as soon as possible.  If you have any pots (any size, shape or quantity) that you no longer use, these 

would be greatly received.  The target for one hundred pots is what is required for the plants stall.  Any donations of 

pots can be left at the school office from now until the end of Term 2. 

 
If anyone has any contacts in the business community who could possibly sponsor the Community Bash or make a 

donation, please get in contact with them or alternatively the contact details can be left at the school office and the 

organising committee could contact them. 

 
This year, there will be a competition to sell the most books of multi-draw raffle tickets and the prize will be four (4) 

wrist bands for the rides.  Raffle ticket books will go out to families in the last week of Term 2.  If you sell the book 

given to you, more books can be obtained from the school office. 

 
The next planning meeting will be held on Wednesday 18 April 2018 from 6:30pm at The Salisbury Hotel, 668 Toohey 

Road Salisbury.  The Community Bash takes a lot of planning and organising, so anyone who is interested to help plan 

and organise the St Brendan’s Community Bash is encouraged and welcome to attend. 

 

More updates to follow in Term 2. 


