
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Fifteen children represented St Brendan’s at the Zone 
Swimming Carnival today.  Thank you to Mrs Eichperger and 
Ms Loretta Maudsley who accompanied the children to this 
event.  I know that all children did their very best and 
represented our school with pride and excellence.  Well 
done team! 

 
This Thursday our Year 4, 5 and 6 students attend their 
first Sports Gala Day for 2018.  All children are 
participating in Soccer and I know they have been working 
really hard to practice their skills for this sport. 
 
Our students always represent our school with pride when 
they compete in interschool sports of any kind so I know 
this occasion will be no different.  Good luck children – 
play hard and play well! 
 

Semester 1 Parent/Carer/Teacher interviews have commenced this week.  I would 
like to thank all parents/carers for assisting with the organization of suitable times for 
these meetings. The dedication and hard work of all teachers will once again be 
evident during these very important conversations.  Thank you in advance to all 
parents/carers for coming along to discuss the progress of your child/children.  

 
This Friday, 23 March our whole school will attend 
our end of term mass.  All parents and families are 
welcome to celebrate this important Eucharist with 
us.  Mass begins in St Brendan’s Church at 9am.  I 

look forward to seeing as many family members and friends in the church as possible. 
Thank you to Fr Dan who presides over this mass and Mr Gerrard for his organization 
of the liturgy. 
 
Last week I was fortunate enough to spend some time on camp with our Year 5 and 6 
students.  What a wonderful experience it was for me to see the children in a 
different setting and more relaxed environment.   
 
The moments that stand out in my mind the most was the care and support they 
showed towards each other throughout my time with them.  This was particularly 
witnessed during the giant swing and archery activities.  All children were committed 
to supporting each other and encouraging each other every step of the way through 
some challenging moments.  The smiles and joy on the faces of all children when they 
achieved something they thought they couldn’t was priceless. 
 
Thank you to Mr Gerrard, Mrs Champniss and Miss Mieklejohn for the support and 
care they showed towards all students during the three days and two nights they 
were away.  These experiences would not be possible without the hard work and 
dedication of school staff to provide these important experiences for our students. 
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Thank you to the wonderful students of Year 5 and 6.   I am so proud of your behavior and the courage 
and commitment you displayed towards all activities you participated in on camp.  Congratulations and 
well done children! 
 

This coming Sunday, March 25 is our first P&F Working Bee for 2018.  There is a list of jobs 
to be done and it is always great when we have lots of helpers.   
 
One of the major jobs on the list is the renewal of sand for the Early Years Playground 
sandpit.  We need to remove the old sand and completely replace it with new sand (this 
has to be done every two years). 

 
To complete this job properly and efficiently it is essential that we have lots of helpers.  
If you are able to join us on Sunday can you please call the office and let us know? 
 
We start at 8.00am.  There will be list of jobs on the office door of what needs to be 
done. 
 
Thank you in advance for anyone who can give their time and I look forward to seeing as many helpers as we can this 
Sunday, March 25. 
 
I am pleased to announce that our new school hats have arrived. Thank you to the staff and parent communities for 
approving and supporting this new design.  You will notice that the inside of each hat represents our house colours.  
 
All children will receive one of these hats as a gift from the school.  They have 
all been named and each child will receive the hat which represents the 
colour they are in. 
 
These hats are to be worn every day and the wide brimmed hats will now become a more formal hat to be worn with 
the day uniform on special occasions only (eg. excursions, choir performances, special ceremonies, etc.).  
 
I have included a photograph of the new hats (above) for your information.  
 
I continue to encourage those families who are yet to meet their year to date financial obligations to the school 
through the payment of Term 1 school fees and the resource levy, to please contact Mrs Jennifer Morris or myself in 
the office prior to the end of term to discuss these obligations. I offer my sincere thanks to the large majority of 
families who have paid these fees, especially those who have made significant sacrifices in doing so.  Your efforts and 
commitment to St Brendan’s is always appreciated. 
 
DON’T FORGET: If you have a child/children to start Prep next year we welcome your enrolment applications. Please 
note that enrolment interviews for 2019 Prep students will be held after the Easter holidays, in April/May. Children 
born 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014 (inclusive) are eligible for 2019 Prep enrolment. I look forward to meeting with all 
current families with younger siblings and welcoming a new group of families to St Brendan’s School. 
 
Don’t forget school commences for Term 2 on Tuesday April 17 at 8.40am. 
 
As we continue our Lenten journey we pray: 
 
 
 

 
  
 



 

 

PROJECT COMPASSION 
Fifth Week of Lent 

 
 
Ditosa, a young girl from Mozambique, went to live with her grandmother after her 
parents died of AIDS-related illnesses. Featured in Project Compassion during 2013, 
Ditosa faced a challenging future with food scarcity, little education and few job 
prospects. Ditosa and her grandmother found support through the Caritas Australia 
supported Matuba Children’s Centre. Ditosa has now graduated from school and hopes 
to go to university and secure an even brighter future. 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help young women like Ditosa have a just 
future. 
A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate through Project Compassion 
boxes/envelopes, visit www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 1800 024 413. 
 

 
 

Lord Jesus, please accept my small acts of sorrow today. As I journey through Lent, let me 
remember the feast you have prepared for me and let me be filled with thanks to you. Inspire me 

to pray more fervently throughout this time of penance as I await your resurrection. 
 
May the blessings of the Lenten season continue to renew and strengthen your faith in the Lord and be a happy and 
blessed time for you and your families. 
 
We always pray for our loving and compassionate God to walk with the St Brendan’s School community in our joys 
and sorrows.   
 
We pray for all families who require that extra special guidance at this time, especially my 
husband, Mr Cole who lost his aunt last week.  I am away attending her funeral in Dubbo, 
NSW this week. Rest in peace! 
 
I pray that you all have a terrific week. May God’s blessings be with you and your families today and always! 
 
Take care and God bless always 

 
This week we started a  

mural in the garden  
area outside Prep. 

 
All students  

are contributing.  
 

Already it is looking fantastic!! 
 

Keep your eyes on it! 



 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Thursdays 7.45am — 8.30am 

2.30pm — 3.15pm      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cerrin Ranger 

Victoria Kamuri 

Clara Schoenemann 

Syon Chadha 

Winnie Acot 

Gena Arkinstall 

 

Religious Education 
 
As our Lenten journey continues towards Holy 
Week, some lovely staff prayers have been shared 
that reflect God’s love for each of us in our 
perfection in God’s eyes, and our brokenness in 
actions that are beneath the person we were meant 
to be. Let us pray that the message of Easter, 
focusing on Jesus’ Resurrection, brings hope to our 
homes and hearts to begin each day anew, 
confident that we can grow and change for the 
better.  
 

I’d like to share this prayer shared by Ms Thomson 
earlier this term, which is now one of my absolute 
favourites…  
 

How cool is it that the same God  
Who created mountains oceans and galaxies  

looked at you and thought  
the world needed one of you too?  

 

Holy Week Prayers 
Each class will share a short prayer / play for the 
stages of Holy Week on Monday (P-2) and 
Wednesday (3-6) morning of the final week of 
school in the courtyard or MacKillop Place. These 
are meant to be a reflective prayerful space in 
which we engage in the gospel. We hope you might 
be able to join us for these occasions.  
 

Easter Raffle   
Send in those Easter Eggs for our raffle to support 
Project Compassion. Tickets on sale outside the 
office each morning for 50c or 3 for $1. Last week!  
 

Anzac Day  
We will be gathering on Monday the 23rd at the 
school assembly for a special prayer service.   
 

Choir for Mass  
On Pentecost Sunday, the children from St Pius X 
will be leading the Sunday mass and we hope as 
many children as possible might be able to come 
along to sing in the choir and perhaps read a prayer. 
Keep this day in mind. More details next term.  
 

A reminder our final mass for the term is this Friday 
23rd @ 9am.  
 

Thanks for reading and have a great week.  
Brendan  
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School Photo Day is fast approaching. 
Have your child’s school memories captured forever on 

Wednesday 18 April 2018 

Your photo order envelopes will arrive shortly. Please start planning your purchases 
and payment options.  

 

Remember these helpful points: 

 Read all relevant instructions for your preferred payment method. 
All payments are due on photo day. 

 
 You may pay online using your credit card. Each child will have an 

individual ‘shootkey’ listed on their envelope. This will help 
identify your child’s order. 

 
 You may pay by cash using the individual envelope provided. Please 

enclose correct money as no change will be given.   
 
 Sibling photo envelopes are available at the school office upon 

request. THESE PHOTOS WILL BE TAKEN BEFORE SCHOOL, ON 
PHOTO DAY, USUALLY FROM 8AM 

 
 Please instruct siblings to attend the photo studio during this time. 

Photographers are unable to search for students who do not attend. 
 
 Do not seal envelopes inside each other.  You may include payment 

for all children in one envelope, however please indicate on this 
envelope the names of all the children you are paying for. 

 
 All students should wear their correct school uniform. 
 
 Students appearing in any Extra Curricular Group Photos will be 

issued a personalised order letter after photo day, advising on how 
to place your order for these photos.  

For any enquiries, please feel free to contact  

MSP Photography 

p 07 3848 3946 

e  admin.seq@msp.com.au 



 

 

Year 5/6 Camp 

 

2018 



 

 

St Brendan’s School P&F Agenda 
6 March 2018 

 
Attendees: Laureen Smith, Brendan Gerrard, Carrie Leary, Peta Shine, Patrick Shine  
 

Apologies:  Nicole Cole 

Item Information Decisions / Actions / Due / Responsible Person 

Meeting opened 6.35 pm   

Minutes from previous 
meeting 

Minutes of meeting held on 16th February. 
Available on the P&F page of the St Brendan’s 
School website 
  
P&F meeting time change for 2018 – meetings will 
be held at 6.30 pm 

  
Recommendation:  That the Committee confirm the 
Minutes of 16th February Meeting 
Moved: Laureen ; Seconded: Peta 

P&F Secretary - send minutes to P&F executive 
and school leadership team for checking and 
amend if necessary.  Minutes then to be sub-
mitted for putting on the school website by school 
personnel as well going out with the school news-
letter.  Minutes to be emailed to executive and 

school leadership team. 
  
Nicole to arrange the distribution of P&F minutes 
on school website and, when launched, parent 
portal, as well as continuing in school newsletter.  

Business arising P&F Committee 
  

Carrie has nominated to be P&F Secretary for 2018 
  

Moved: Peta ; Seconded: Laureen 
  

Fete rides 
  
Rides have been booked with Party Time Amuse-
ments and invoice received for payment. 
  

Face painting at the Fete 
  
At the Fete meeting held on 28 February, Sarah Al-
len and Louise Kent from Outside School Care 
(Centrecare) have agreed to co-ordinate and run the 
Face Painting stand/stall. 

  
  

Carrie will take on the role of typing and forward-
ing minutes when she has recovered from her 

hand injury. 
  

  
  
Invoice for $4,810 has been received with Laureen 
paying the initial deposit of $1202.50 
  

  
  
More details to come following further fete 
meetings and discussions. 

Correspondence Correspondence received from: SunSmart Shade 
Initiative Application 
  
Nicole Cole had contacted the P&F executive regard-

ing the SunSmart Shade Initiative Application 2018 
and the possibility that the P&F could submit an 
application to fund two (2) 3m x 6m shades for the 
school with the P&F to pay the balance of the cost of 
the shades. 

  
It was moved that the inwards correspondence be 
accepted and the outwards correspondence be en-
dorsed. 
Moved: Carrie ; Seconded: Patrick 

  
  
  
Peta will complete the application for two (2) 3m x 

6m portable shades and submit by close of busi-
ness on Friday 9 March 2018 as per the grant 
guidelines. 
  
 

Principal’s report Recommendation:  That the Committee receive and 
note the March Report 

See attachment 

  

   



 

 

Treasurer’s report Information: 
Current balance P&F account: $ 19,831.62 
Current balance tuckshop account:  $ 6,287.71 
Income for month: to follow 
Expenditure for month: $1202.50 (rides deposit) 
    $512 P&F levy 
Expenditure to budget Nil 
Accounts for payment Nil 
  
Moved that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted and 
accounts approved for payment. 

  
Moved: Carrie ; Seconded: Patrick 

  
Follow up with Nicole at next P&F meeting as to 
the time frame the P&F is required to pay for 
$6,000 shade sails as outlined in the 2018 P&F 
Budget (see bottom of these minutes). 

General business P&F to consider the purchase of 2 coffee machines 
for the tuckshop. These would be a good purchase 
for use at school events including discos, movie 
nights, fete, mother’s night etc. 
  
  

2018 P&F Fridge calendar distribution – awaiting 
confirmation of some dates which hadn’t been 
confirmed, ie. Trivia Night 
  
Term 2 and Term 4 – Working Bees? - Does the P&F 
organise an additional two working bees to assist 
the school on a term basis with any cleaning/
maintenance works. 
  
Recommendation:  The Committee approved/

endorsed/noted/referred etc. 

Agree in principle for purchase of a coffee 
machine to be used at social functions, pending 
further investigations (not specifically to replace a 
coffee van at the fete). 
  
Carmel has ready for distribution by end of term. 

  
  
To discuss with Nicole at the next P&F meeting. 
  

School disco 
20th April 

Information:  A profit of $45 was made at last year’s 
disco with Footsteps providing the DJ. Are we happy 
to book in Footsteps again for our disco the year. All 
in attendance were happy for Peta to book 

Footsteps for the 2018 disco. 
  
Recommendation:  Footsteps to provide DJ and 
music for disco 
  

Moved: Laureen ; Seconded: Peta 

Peta to contact Footsteps to book in DJ 
  
Laureen to do up flyer and check with Dee/Steve 
regarding tuckshop for the disco. 

Mother’s Day stall 
11th May 

Information:  audit of current stock 
Recommendation:  That the Committee approve 
expenditure up to $ 200.00 for the purchase of 
items for Mother’s Day Stall 

  
Moved: Carrie ; Seconded: Laureen 

Peta to contact Sarah to see if she will undertake 
the Mother’s Day stall. 

Trivia Night 
19th May 

Information: 6 for 6.30 pm 
Recommendation:  That the Committee (insert 
detail) 
  

Moved: Peta ; Seconded: Laureen 

Peta to book Parish hall and organise invite to go 
into parish newsletter 
Peta to contact Daryl West regarding being emcee 
and trivia questions for the trivia night 

Patrick to raise at Parish Council meeting 
availability of Church Hall for 19th or if booked 26th 
May. 

Fete Meeting Next fete meeting will be 18 April 2018 at 6:30pm 

@ Salisbury hotel 

  

Fete Do we want to have an animal farm? 
Cold Room we need 

  
Moved: Patrick ; Seconded: Carrie 

To be discussed and decided at Fete meetings. 

Next meeting Tuesday 1st May  6:30 pm   

Meeting closed 8.05 pm   



 

 

 
 

2018 

P&F MEETINGS  -  TUESDAY 6:30pm 
First Tuesday of month 

General Meetings  

unless otherwise noted 

 
 

P&F EVENTS 
  

TERM 1 
(Tue 23 Jan – 
Thur 29 Mar) 

13th February  Extra-ordinary General 
Meeting + General Meeting 
6th March 

Harmony Night – Friday 2nd March 
Working Bee – Sunday 25th March 

TERM 2 
(Tue 17 Apr – 
Fri 29 Jun) 

1st May 
5th June 

School Disco – Friday 20th April 
Mothers’ Day Stall – Friday 11th May 
Trivia Night – Saturday 19th May 

TERM 3 
(Mon 16 Jul – 
Fri 21 Sep) 

7th August 
11th September 

Mother’s Night 
Fete Working Bee – Sunday 19th August 
Fete set up – Saturday 25th August 
Fete – Sunday 26th August 
Fathers’ Day Stall – Friday 31st August 

TERM 4 
(Mon 8 Oct – 
Fri 7 Dec) 

9th October 
6th November  AGM + General meeting 

Movie Night – Friday 10th November 


